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Preface  
 

When I first came to the Holy Ghost parish 11 years ago, I found that attempts had been 
made on several occasions to provide a historical record. Over the years various 
parishioners had recorded information and even carried out exhaustive research into 
church and diocesan archives. Much of this, however, remained unpublished and so 
unknown to most parishioners.  

Celebrating a centenary is a great incentive, and the hard work of many has now 
contributed to the creation of this short history of Holy Ghost Church, which attempts 
to pull together the many records and reminiscences collected over years of immense 
change.    

A centenary is a very special time – a time both for reflection on what has been, and 
anticipation of what is to come. This book is both a history of the last one hundred 
years, and a celebration of the current community.  It forms part of a living history 
created in this centenary year, consisting of writings, audio and visual records.  My 
heartfelt thanks are given to all those whose immense hard work has made this possible.  

This is not a comprehensive history. Rather it is a story  -  the story of  this parish: of its 
people, its priests and its prayer life.   

I hope you will find it both interesting and enjoyable.  

 

Father Philip Austen  
 
May 2015 
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ANNO DECCIMO 

GEORGII  IV. REGIS. 

An Act for the Relief of His 
Majesty’s Roman Catholic 
Subjects  [13th April 1829] 

 Whereas by various Acts of 
Parliament, certain Restraints 
and Disabilities are imposed on the 
Roman Catholic subjects of His 
Majesty, to which other subjects of 
His Majesty are not liable: and 
whereas it is expedient that such 
Restraints and Disabilities  shall be  
from henceforth 

Part 1. In the Beginning... 

A Backwards Glance 

Although this book deals mainly with the one hundred years since the consecration of 
Holy Ghost Church, in order to understand how and why this church came to be built, 
we need to look a little further back. 

When Father John Grainger arrived in Exmouth in 1887, the town had been without a 
resident Catholic priest for over 350 years. Most people have heard of the Reformation 
and are familiar with Henry VIII and his break from the Catholic Church in Rome. What 
many may not realise, however, was how significant and long-lasting an impact this had 
for Roman Catholics on the practice of their faith. From 1559 to 1685 it was forbidden 
to attend Mass or to openly profess the ‘old’ religion. 

In Devon the Catholic faith was centred on the 
gentry, where the sons’ tutors were often  
Catholic priests.1 However, for the priest to say 
Mass was illegal: this is the period of priest holes 
and dangerous days for those wishing to worship. 
A brief respite occurs under the Catholic King 
James II (1685-88), but with the advent of 
William and Mary  (1688), Catholics are again 
subject to severe restrictions, such as how far 
they could travel from home without a special 
licence; certain professions (the army, the navy, 
parliament) are closed to them and public 
worship is not permitted.             . 
 For almost two centuries there was general 
intolerance, until the series of Catholic Relief 
Acts made it permissible to practise Catholicism 
again, although still with restrictions. Only with 
the Emancipation Act of 1829 do Catholics enjoy 
full freedom of worship and equal liberty. One 
hundred years later, writing about a Corpus 
Christi procession in 1929, an Exmouth 
parishioner comments:  

One’s thoughts turned instinctively and with heartfelt  gratitude.....to the liberty we now enjoy to adore 
our Lord in  public, compared with the penal offence committed by our  grandparents in worshipping him 
even in secret.2 
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Left: The Lawn, later the 
Park Hotel, circa  1960s 

Right: The Park Hotel, 2015 

The First Mass in Exmouth 

Exmouth in the 1800s is a prosperous small town. 
It is the oldest of Devon’s seaside resorts and to 
quote the  Devonshire Directory of 1850: 

one of the handsomest and most fashionable sea bathing 
places on the southern coast of Devonshire.... [with] views, 
which for beauty and extent, are not surpassed in any part of 
England3.  

  

 

 

From a small fishing village, it becomes important as a market town and a port for the 
city of Exeter.  Thanks to the new railway and docks built in the 1860s, it is rapidly 
expanding, both as a health resort and a commercial centre. To meet the needs of the 
growing population, new churches are also springing up: Holy Trinity on Rolle Street 
(1825), All Saints in Exeter Road (1896), and the Tower Street Methodist Church (1897).4 

As a flourishing town of roughly 10,000 inhabitants,5 in 1887 Exmouth was seen as a 
suitable place to establish a new Catholic mission (at this time, and up to 1908, parishes 
were called missions), and  Father John Grainger was sent to Exmouth by Bishop 
William Vaughan of Plymouth.  When Father Grainger arrived, there was only a tiny 
Catholic population and no church or place of Catholic worship. Nothing daunted, 
Father Grainger’s first act was to lease The Lawn, a house on the corner of Lawn Road 
and Exeter Road, (earlier known as Cliffs End House, and now the Park Hotel), and fit 
up one room as a chapel.  On 30 October 1887 he celebrated Mass for a congregation of 
14 people.6 Two years later the first confirmations for this parish (of 2 boys and 12 girls) 
are recorded in the church register. The expanding Catholic population rapidly outgrew 
this small oratory: there are 18 baptisms recorded between 1887 and 1890. In 1891 
Father Grainger purchased a house at 36 Brunswick Terrace (now Windsor Square), 
which later became the District Nurses home.7 

Left: View from South West Coastal Path east of Exmouth 
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Right: First entry in the new church 
register, recording the baptism of  
Stephen Charles Hine, 27 November 
1887 

Below: The Iron Church  

He built, in the garden at the bottom of Albion Hill, an iron–cased wooden building in the 
Gothic style.8 It was called St John the Evangelist, (not to be confused with the church of 
the same name in Withycombe) but was variously referred to as the ‘Tin Church’ or 
‘Iron Church’.   

 

The congregation continued to grow, and 
more confirmations took place in 1893 
and 1898, with girls again outnumbering 
boys, and Agnes proving a popular 
confirmation name.9   

1897 was the Diamond Jubilee of Queen 
Victoria, and in Exmouth it was  
commemorated  by  erecting the Jubilee 
Clock Tower on the Esplanade - still a 
prominent landmark today.  The Catholic 
mission of Exmouth was small but 
growing, and seemed set fair to continue.  

Then came a setback. Father Grainger’s 
early death in 1898 left Exmouth without 
a priest. For a few years it was variously  
served by the monks of Buckfast Abbey, 
the Austin Canons of Spettisbury, and 
Plymouth Cathedral.10  

Finally in 1901 a new priest, Father 
Bernard Palmer, arrived to take up office. 
The Plymouth Diocesan Record notes:  
 

It has given us every satisfaction to have re-established the mission of Exmouth, with every prospect of 
success, by the appointment of a resident priest in succession to the late Mgr Grainger, the founder of the 
mission.11  
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Left: Holy Ghost Church,  
         Exmouth 
 
Right: Holy Ghost 
Church, Basingstoke 

Part 2. The Church of the Holy Ghost 

 
The Early Years 

It is with the advent of Father Palmer that the story of Holy Ghost Church really begins, 
as he was the prime mover and driving force in the creation of the beautiful Gothic 
Revival church we know today.  When he first came in 1901: there were only 45 Catholics in 
Exmouth. The income was £90 a year all told. There was no furniture in the presbytery and no church. 
There had been no priest for three years. There was nothing to support a priest.12 

 

We need a church 

Strictly speaking, of course, there was a church, as St John the Evangelist was used until 
1911, but very early on Father Palmer decided the parish of Exmouth should have a 
church of which it could be proud. A church, however, does not get built without a 
considerable amount of energy, dedication, planning and, of course, finance. Father 
Palmer proved an inveterate fundraiser, and his energy and abilities resulted in the 
necessary funds (about £5000)  being raised in a fairly short time, partly through the aid 
of a whirlwind campaign in the United States, but also with the generous help of his own 
flock.13 

The architect of Holy Ghost was Canon Alexander Joseph Cory Scoles, formerly of 
Yeovil, but at that time resident in Basingstoke.  (Who better to design a church than an 
architect who is also a priest?) Canon Scoles was responsible for building many churches 
including (in the Plymouth diocese) those at Dawlish, St Ives, Sherborne and Swanage.  
It was: his lifelong desire to raise up shrines in honour of the Holy Ghost14  which explains the 
dedication of the new church.  Canon Scoles also favoured a distinctive Gothic Revival 

style, and the Holy Ghost Church in Exmouth closely 
resembles that of the Holy Ghost in Basingstoke 
(although Exmouth is larger). 
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We need a site 

In its search for a suitable site, the parish had considered and rejected the site of the 
current Bastin Hall in Elm Grove (now owned by the St John’s Ambulance Brigade) 
because at £40015 it was considered too expensive. So by 1911 still no site had been 
found. Then a prayer was answered. 

Two men stood on a golf course, considering the 18th hole. Father Bernard Palmer turned to his 
partner. “If I win this hole, I win the game,” he observed.  
 “True,” assented his companion, “but you haven’t struck the ball yet.”  
“But if I do” persisted Father Bernard, “will you help us? We need some land on which to build a 
church –  a proper one.” 

Lord Clinton gazed thoughtfully down the Fairway. It was true that the current Catholic church, a 
matter of wood and corrugated iron, was woefully inadequate for the needs of a growing parish, and 
the Clinton Estate was extensive.  “I might” he said cautiously.  Father Bernard offered up a silent 
prayer and bent to address the ball. 

Talk to Holy Ghost parishioners and they are likely to recount this anecdote with relish. 
There is, sadly, no documentary evidence that this conversation ever took place. What is 
certain is that Father Palmer was a keen golfer and Lord Clinton, (although not himself a 
Roman Catholic) gave the land:  freely with a spirit of generosity worthy of the fine tradition of his 
family.16 

 

Building begins  

Work began on the site in 1912.  For a short period, from October 1912 to February 
1913, Mass was celebrated in the recreation room of the Holy Family Convent as the ‘tin 
church’ had been sold. (It served as the Girl Guide Headquarters, until it burned down 
in 1920. A joinery now occupies the original site.) 

The Holy Family Sisters also contributed 2,500 Francs (about £200-300) to the 
construction of the church.17 

In 1913 the foundation stone was laid by the Bishop of Plymouth, and the Presbytery, 
Sanctuary and Lady Chapel were completed. A year later the main Chancel and Nave 
were completed through the generosity of Mrs Maria Hamilton Thomas. The original 
design allowed for a central nave and two aisles, but funds did not initially stretch to 
meet that ambition. The High Altar, incorporating the alabaster tabernacle where the 
Blessed Sacrament is kept, was gifted by Father Palmer in memory of his mother, Mrs 
Julia Maria Palmer.  
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Above: The plaque 
honouring  Fr Palmer’s 
Mother  

Left: The High Altar, 
circa 1920 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Left: The Lady Chapel, circa 1920 
Above: The Nave and Chancel 
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MCMXV 6e die Mensis Maii, Ego, Joannes Episcopus Plymuthensis, consecravi Ecclesiam, et in al are hoc in honorem 

S..... et Reliquias Sanctorum Martyruum S Benedicti et Benigni in eo inclusi et singulis [civi....] fidelibus hodie unum 

annum et in die anniversarii consecrationis huius modi ipsam visitantibus quadragesima dies....vera indulgentia in forma 

Ecclesiae consueta t concessi                                                               + Joannes Ep Plymu 

1916,on the 6 day of May, I John, Bishop of Plymouth, consecrated the church and this altar in honour  [of the Holy 
Ghost] and placed in it the relics of the martyr saints Benedictus and Benignus and grant to each one of the faithful today 
an indulgence of one year and on the anniversary of the day of consecration similarly to those visiting it an indulgence of 
forty days in the accustomed form of the Church.                                               + John [Keilly] Bishop of Plymouth  

 

On 15 April 1914 the Holy Ghost was duly registered for solemnising marriage,18 and 
the first marriage to be celebrated there took place on 1 August 1914 – just days before 
Britain entered the first world war – when  Georgium (George) Rouselle married Marian 
(Mary Anne,  Marianne?) Baker: the practice at that time of latinising names sometimes 
makes it hard to identify the original names.   

 

Consecration of Holy Ghost Church 

February 1915  saw the formal opening of the church, deemed one of the most beautiful 
in the diocese. According to the report in the Catholic newspaper, The Tablet:  

 The church was packed to utmost capacity despite a deluge of rain, scores having to be turned away .  
Father Bernard Vaughan thanked the congregation for the way they had emulated the 
men in Khaki ... to fight their way to the Front, and then gave a sermon on the great European 
war, pointing out some of its lessons and explaining England’s code of honour.19 

A few months later, on 6 May 1915, Holy Ghost 
Church was officially consecrated in a very grand 
ceremony which began at 8.30 in the morning with the 
celebration of High Mass for the Feast of the 
Dedication of the church and lasted approximately five 
hours. The dedication was performed by John Keily, 
Bishop of Plymouth, and during the ceremony of 
consecration, the high altar was dedicated to St 
Benedict the Martyr, whose relics were enclosed 
within. The Lady Altar, enclosing  the relics of the 
martyr saints Innocent and Bonosagius, was 
consecrated by  George Ambrose, Bishop of Clifton. 

 

 

Above: Bishop Keily   

Below:  Latin inscription enclosed with the Relics, and English translation 
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Sixteen clergy participated in the ceremony, and more were in attendance. This 
magnificent celebration was followed by lunch in the Temperance Hotel, Exmouth (the 
building which now houses the Exmouth cinema). Many toasts were drunk  (but there is 
no record of in what beverage) and the Bishop of Plymouth commended Father Palmer 
on his fundraising ability and his great skill in mendicancy, describing him as an exceedingly 
useful man20 and commenting that other places in the diocese would also be better for a 
beautiful church.  The Chairman of Exmouth Council referred to it as a ‘pocket edition’ 
of the magnificent cathedrals in Belgium, and hoped it would prove of some comfort to 
the Belgian Catholic refugees in Exmouth. Two Belgian priests, one stationed at Exeter 
and the other at Lyme Regis, were present at the celebration.21

 

The cost of the church and presbytery was £6000. It appears that the financing of the 
church was initially assisted by the Archdiocese of Glasgow, (the Archbishop of 
Glasgow was the uncle of Father Grainger), but by November 1913, Father Palmer, in a 
letter to the Bishop of Plymouth, states that all debts have been cleared:  
all the property is now Diocesan property and free of the Archdiocese of Glasgow22.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Letter from Father Palmer to the Bishop of Plymouth, 1913         
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Left: Commemorative Window 
Opposite: Some of the earliest Stained Glass.  

Adornment of the Church 

The Holy Ghost Church structure was completed in 1914, but the following years saw 
the addition of windows and statuary to complete its adornment. Most of these are still 
to be seen in their original locations, although over one hundred years some changes 
have been made. 

One original feature that is still visible is the 
small window (now filled in) built into the 
wall above  the door to the sacristy, so that 
from his  bedroom in the Presbytery  the 
tabernacle was the first thing Canon Palmer 
saw on waking and the last before sleeping. 
(Before the invention of CCTV cameras 
such windows served a useful way to view 
the interior of the church.) 

The adornments generously donated by 
parishioners for the beautification and 
completion of the church were many in the 
early years. Despite the ravages of war, 
between 1914 and 1918, many additions 
were made, including the Belfry Bell, the 
Crucifix above the pulpit and the Baptismal 
Font rails.  

Through the generosity of the parishioners, 
a number of stained glass windows were also 
installed during this period, including a 
special window commissioned to 
commemorate the Allied soldiers and sailors. 
It depicts the four patron saints of Britain, 
and St Joseph (for Italy), Blessed Joan of 
Arc (for France) and St Maurice (for 
Belgium).  The plaque beneath this window 
reads: This window was erected by the Exmouth 
congregation in grateful memory of the Allied soldiers 
and sailors who gave their lives, fighting for their 
country. Pie Jesu Domine, eis requiem (Pious Lord 
Jesus, give them rest) 
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Above (top): Statue of 
the Sacred Heart  

Above: Canopy in Bere 
Stone and Marble  

:  

Above:  Viewing 
window above 
Sacristy door 
(now blocked in) 

The additions to the adornment of the church continue post-war, with the Plymouth 
Diocesan Record noting: 

 A  marble statue of the Sacred Heart mounted on an alabaster pedestal.....features remarkably 
beautiful (1926-7)23 
a canopy in Bere stone and marble at a cost of £44 10s erected over the statue of the Sacred Heart 
[and] a canopy of oak over St Antony at a cost of £10 15s  (1932-33)24

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Above: Marble statues in the Reredos, donated 
by a benefactor 

Below:   Certificate of authority to register 
marriages in the Holy Ghost Church,  
15 April 1914 
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The Organ before relocation in 2014 

The Organ  

The next major addition to the church  was an organ, 
acquired in rather dramatic circumstances by  Canon 
Palmer’s successor, Father John Patrick  O’Malley.   An 
enterprising man, Father O’Malley funded  his organ 
purchase by offering 150 shares at the (then 
considerable) sum of £1 each.  

Having selected a fine instrument, Father O’Malley 
wished to test it out before purchasing, so asked a 
knowledgeable friend to accompany him to the organ 
works at W G Vowles in Bristol. Arriving there, they 
found the adjoining premises were on fire! Undeterred, 
they fought their way past firemen and spouts of water 
and gained access to the organ works. The organ was 
close to a thin wall, on the other side of which raged an 
inferno. The organ and all its works might have gone 
up at any minute, but Fr O’Malley’s friend sat down and 
tried out the organ and pronounced it sound.25 

In 1934/5 it was installed in the church having an: excellent selection of stops, ranging from 16 
ft to 2 ft [and] the tone is fine and dignified, not   overpowering, yet fully adequate for a large church.26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fine instruments also require fine attention and there are bills: in 1952 it costs £85 for 
overhauling and cleaning; in 1971, cleaning and repair of the Organ costs £408, with an 
additional £23.10 due to increases in wage rates in the Organ building industry;27 and in 2014, for 
relocation and refurbishment the bill is around £6,000, just one example of the high cost 
of maintaining an older building and its fittings.  

Left: Organ Fund share certificate  
Above: Completed share certificate  
Right: Organ repair estimate 1952 
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Above : View of high altar with altar rails 
removed, and altar base moved forward 

The Later Years – Repair, Restoration, Revision 

Increased Visibility  

A church building, like the Church itself, responds to changing needs and times. The 
beautiful Holy Ghost Church was somewhat hidden from Salterton Road and 
considered difficult to find until 1957, when the Clinton Devon Estates gifted some 
land. This, and the demolition of two houses,28 opened up a vista and provided much 
needed parking space. 

In order to make the church more visible, in 1949 (or thereabouts – the exact date of 
installation is unclear) an illuminated cross, which used to be visible all over the town, 
was installed on the spire.29 In August 1967 two workmen repairing the cross were 
trapped on the 70 foot spire of the church when their ladder slipped, and had to be 
rescued by firemen with a turntable.30 The cross had been installed against advice, 
because of the cost of maintenance31 and  the increasing expense (scaffolding was 
needed every time the neon tube had to be replaced) meant the illuminated cross  
became unviable.  Many parishioners remember the cross shining out as a beacon. 
However, exactly when it ceased to shine remains unclear.  

Altered Altars 

One of the major changes, following Vatican II, 
was the re-positioning of the altar, so that the 
priest faced the congregation during the 
consecration. Whilst Catholics under fifty years old 
may not have experienced anything different, it 
was a subject of considerable controversy at the 
time: some felt it took the emphasis away from the 
mystery of the Eucharist, centring attention rather 
on the celebrant. As one Exmouth resident in a 
letter to the editor of a local paper complains: there 
is not one word in Vatican documentation to mandate 
turning altars ....or to celebrate Mass facing the people.32 
But another Exmouth parishioner felt differently: 
When the priest faced you and held out his arms, you felt 
like you were really being welcomed.33 

Changes to the altar were adopted by most 
churches in the late 60s and early 70s. At the same 

time, altar rails were done away with. Instead of kneeling at the altar rail to receive the 
Host directly onto the tongue, while an altar server held a platter under the 
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Detail of an altar cloth on High Altar 
–  

communicant’s chin, (lest the sacred Host should fall), communicants now stood to 
receive the host into their outstretched  hands. 

In 1974 the High Altar in Holy Ghost Church was 
moved forward and extended, with the result that 
the existing altar cloths no longer fitted, and new 
ones had to be ordered. Canon Hazlehurst writes to 
Murray and Son in Ireland: The linen I want is some 
beautiful stuff I bought from you when I was P.P of Liskeard 
[with] a continual series of crosses34 only to find Murray 
and Son replying: The position regarding linen seems to us 
to have become very acute35 but fortunately enough is 
found and five yards of linen are purchased for less 
than £20.   

Major Reinforcements 

The 1970s saw the church facing some major costs.   Anyone entering the building is 
struck by its asymmetry, with a central nave and the Lady Chapel aisle to the left. The 
original intent was for another aisle, balancing the design both aesthetically and 
architecturally. Lack of funds meant this was not initially built, and later construction in 
the immediate vicinity made it impossible to add the originally planned aisle.  The result 
was that by 1971, the East wall (Holy Ghost Church is aligned north-south) was in 
danger of collapse. Work was about to begin in 1972, when further cracks were found 
where the nave wall had not been tied in to the Lady Chapel wall.  

The renovations to the church, completed in 1974, were largely carried out under the 
management of curate Father Christopher Smith, as Canon O’Malley died in 1973. To 
shore up the wall, the garage had to be demolished, buttresses built to keep the wall 
intact, and the garage rebuilt further back. The total cost came to almost £12,000.36  

 

 

 

Above: Cracks developing in the west wall          Above: The garage before demolition; the house to  
                                                                                    the right  meant the west wing could not be built 
                                                                                                                           
             could not be built.  
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It is in the early 70s that the Bishop suggests the building of a Presbytery in Withycombe 
or  Lympstone, perhaps for use by a semi-retired priest. I feel sure that your parishioners will 
gladly help you in this venture,  but in view of the major renovation costs anticipated it met  
with lukewarm support and in the event never occurred.37 

 
The Reconciliation Room 

Another indication of changing culture is visible in the redesign of the Confessional and 
its re-designation as a Reconciliation Room, with the emphasis on merciful forgiveness.  

The original confessionals were located on the Western  wall of the church, beneath the 
Lady window.  One Parishioner remembers: The girls from the convent used to sit in the pews 
next to the confessionals; the boys from Gaveney House Catholic School used to sit in the  pews on the   
right, with the central seats for the rest of the congregation.38 (Gaveney House in Highfield Lane 
still exists, although it has long ceased to house a school.)  

At this time there was no Narthex, the congregation entering into the body of the 
church from the South door.  Father Patrick Dorrian added the wooden rear partition to 
the main body of the church, to the disapproval of some. As one elderly parishioner 
comments:  People always complain about changes, but it did make it a lot cosier in the church39.   

The existing confessionals impeded the entrance.  To overcome this and maximise space 
inside the church, it was decided to re-locate the reconciliation room to the east wall, so 
that it could extend outside the body of the church. Father Dorrian, with great zest but 
perhaps less patience for bureaucracy, oversaw the installation of the reconciliation 
room, breaking through the recently reinforced wall.  The Bishop of Plymouth,  in his 
‘ad clerum’  (letter to the clergy) commented rather caustically that he did not approve of 
priests knocking holes in the walls of his churches40.  

 
Centenary Window 

The most recent addition to the main body of the church, in May 2014, was the specially 
commissioned centenary window representing the Holy Spirit as there was little 
reference to this in the artwork of the church. The window fronting Raddenstile Lane 
originally consisted of three plain lancets, in front of which was the notable organ 
acquired by Canon O’Malley. The organ was moved to one side of the organ gallery to 
allow full view of the radiant new stained glass window. Artist Stuart Low designed and 
installed a window depicting the light, vitality and power of the Holy Spirit pervading the 
lives of God’s people.  It fills the three lancets  above the entrance, and in the centenary 
year was illuminated to shine out on Salterton Road. 
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‘With the eyes of faith,’ says Pope Francis, ‘we can see the light which the Holy Spirit always 
radiates in the midst of darkness.’    

 

  

Left: The Reconciliation Room 

Below: The wooden screen creating a 
separate Narthex 

 

Below leftLowe and assistant installing 
the centenary window, May 2104 

Below: Reflections from the window 

Left: Installing the centenary window, 
May 2014  

Below: Warm reflections from the 
stained glass 

(Photos courtesy of Exmouth Journal) 

 

Below left: Stewart Lowe and assistant 
installing the centenary window, May 
2104 

Below: Reflections from the window 
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St Anne’s Cloister 

2007-8 witnessed the biggest change to the Holy Ghost Church fabric since its 
inception, with an extension to the side of the church in the form of St Anne’s Cloister. 
Built with the money from the sale of St Anne’s Church, Brixington, it forms a spacious 
and welcoming vestibule to the church, and a useful meeting place for various parish 
activities.  Completed in April 2008, it was blessed by Bishop Budd on Ascension Day of 
that year. It marries the architecture of the 21st century with that of the 20th. 

At the same time as the construction of the new Cloister, the parish hall was renovated 
and the church was re-ordered to establish a more convenient and harmonious interior. 
The altar of 1974 was moved back and reduced to its original width, and the reredos 
(altar screen) was renovated. A new stone altar and ambo (the lectern from which the 
gospel is read), were commissioned. Made of creamy Ham Hill limestone, they were 
designed by Jay Battle, with panels depicting the flames of the Holy Spirit. The new altar 
was consecrated by Bishop Christopher Budd in November 2007, and now encloses the 
relics originally placed in the High Altar and the Lady Altar.  

The Lady Chapel was restored in memory of parishioner Michael Fagan. It holds a 
coloured alabaster statue of Our Lady and Child. On the walls of the Lady Chapel are 
requests for prayer and on the altar are stands for votive candles – a gift from the Holy 
Family Sisters. 

The statues of the Sacred Heart and St Joseph were refurbished by Jay Battle, whilst 
David Britnell, through the generosity of the parishioners, cleaned and restored the 
statue of Our Lady and the Stations of the Cross, and the wall behind the High Altar was 
painted its current deep red.  The statue of the Sacred Heart was then relocated to the 
Reconciliation Room along with the cross originally from the pulpit, whilst the statue of 
St Joseph took up a new position on the east wall. The Baptismal font was moved to the 
Narthex, which was given new doors in glass, but these are used on special occasions 
only, the everyday entrance being through St Anne’s Cloister.  

 

View of the Holy Ghost circa 1930,  showing 
the church and presbytery, before the 
building of  the Church Hall and St Anne’s 
Cloister. 
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Top:  Bishop Christopher Budd and Father Philip Austen  at the 
 laying of the Foundation stone,  November 2007 
 
Top right: Baptismal Font, relocated to  Narthex 
Above: St Anne’s Cloister entrance and  (below) the Interior 

Above : Fused glass 
(by Wesley B Potter) 
and  
Crucifix (by Philip 
Lindsey-Clark )  
 
Right: Statue of St 
Anne and the young  
Virgin (by Michael 
Clark) 

  

They originally graced 
St Anne’s Church,  
Withycombe 
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Right: Grave of Canon O’Malley 
Left: Grave of Holy Family Sisters 
in   Littleham Cemetery, Exmouth 

Beyond the church boundary  

One other intended innovation, although not to the fabric of the church, was the 
attempt to create a Catholic cemetery. In the post-reformation years, by an act of 1660, 
Roman Catholics were obliged to be baptised by the Church of England and buried in 
the parish churchyard. When new Catholic churches were built, post 1829, there was not 
always the land available to provide a cemetery.  

This is the case with Holy Ghost Church , which is  closely hemmed in by residential 
buildings. Father O’Malley was keen to establish a Catholic burial ground, and in 1930 
located what he believed to be an appropriate site. However, it is not a simple process to 
create a cemetery. Firstly, approval must be sought from the Ministry of Health: Orders in 
Council dated the 11th August, 1854 and the 16th May, 1883 prohibited the opening without previous 
approval, of any new ground.41 

Secondly, not everyone is happy to sell land for a burial ground, or pleased to find that 
the adjoining plot is to be put to such use. The solicitors acting for the vendor are 
somewhat reluctant: the Owner is in West Africa and it will take a considerable time to get in touch 
with him. ..... if the site is required for a [burial] ground they will strongly recommend that it not be 
permitted.42   

There follows considerable further correspondence, with some cautionary advice from 
the Diocesan Treasurer’s Office: Whilst a cemetery is usually a profitable investment it must be 
remembered that returns are often very slow in coming in, especially if people buy graves only when 
needed.43 

 Negotiations on a field adjoining the cemetery of St Margaret and St Andrew Church in  
Littleham appear to be well under way, with the farmer making the proviso that he be 
allowed to harvest his potato crop, when the need for approval from Exmouth Town 
Planning Council is mentioned. Shortly afterwards, all correspondence ceases (possibly 
because planning permission was refused, as Exmouth was a growing area and it was 
thought the land might be used for housing).   

Canon O’Malley is buried in the Littleham churchyard, which 
accepts all denominations as there is no municipal cemetery in 
Exmouth. Close by is the grave of two Holy Family Sisters.  
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Changing Times  

One important aspect of a centenary record is to note how things were, show how things 
are and to consider how they may one day be. In 1971, there were three churches within 
the parish, at least two priests, and on a Sunday, five masses and evening devotions, and 
in the summer, an evening service at Sandy Bay for the many holiday makers.44  Holy 
Ghost Church has evolved over the years and is still very active, destined to be with us 
hopefully for another century. But today there is one priest (Father Philip) serving a 
larger area, whilst two former churches, built at times when expansion seemed justified, 
have now sadly gone. 

 
St Boniface – Lympstone 

In the days before everyone had a car, getting to Mass in Exmouth from the village of 
Lympstone was less easy. One parishioner remembers how her mother (Winifred 
‘Freddy’ Locke) told how she had to toil to different locations for Mass.  In the 1930s 
Lady Seaton would invite visiting priests to say Mass in her house at Nutwell Court, 
Lympstone. Every so often a message would be circulated in the village: Mass is at Nutwell 
this Sunday.45  The Sisters of the Carmelite convent on Keveral Road (opened by Cardinal 
Bourne in 1926) also welcomed parishioners from north Exmouth and Lympstone to 
Mass in the convent chapel. However, the nuns grew older and fewer, (the church 
register records the deaths of Sister Teresa in 1950 and Sister Maria de San Paulo in 
1951), and the convent finally closed, the nuns relocating to Thirsk in Yorkshire in 1955. 
The Co-op store on Exeter Road, opposite the Shell petrol station, now stands on the 
approximate site of the convent.   

 In 1951 Father O’Malley was celebrating Mass in the Lympstone Village Hall  (9-10 in 
summer, 10-11 in winter) at a rental of five shillings per week, on the understanding that 
he would collect the key so that the  caretaker did not have to work on Sunday.46  This 
continued for five years until enough money had been raised to build the small church of 
St Boniface, with the first Mass celebrated there on 13 November 1955.  

The Exmouth Journal of 12 November 1955 states Dedicated to St Boniface, who was a 
Crediton man, the church is built of concrete blocks, finished with Devon sandstone. Above the entrance 
porch stands a statue of St Boniface, a gift from Mrs Harrison of Exmouth. The architectural work was 
done by Mr J Walter of Paignton and the builders were FW Davey of Exmouth. The interior of the 
church is simply furnished. A large Crucifix hangs above the altar which has a red and gold frontal. The 
decorative matching pillars at each side of the altar are the work of the monks at Buckfast Abbey. 
Fourteen plain crosses will mark the stations of the cross around the walls. Windows set high in the walls 
are of lightly frosted glass, edged with bands of green and gold glass. The church will seat just over 100 
people. Cost of its erection and fitments will be somewhere in the region of £5,000. 
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Above left: St Boniface Church, Lympstone 
Above: St Bonniface interior 

 

 (However, the Diocesan record for 1957 notes the cost as £3,200 – perhaps this does 
not allow for the fitments.) The article notes that: The site is large enough to allow for a great 
deal of expansion. It is hoped that... a larger church and presbytery will be built there, the present church 
will then become the parish hall. In the summer of 1957 St Boniface was blessed by Mgr Cyril 
Restieaux, the Bishop of Plymouth, during his Confirmation visit and in the same year 
Father O’Malley was made a Canon. 

Clearly the Church thrived for a while, as there is a planning application in 1973 for a 
formation of a car park.......for Father C Smith [in the] interests of road safety47 However, strained 
finances, over-burdened clergy and changing populations made St Boniface less viable: in 
1987 there is correspondence from parishioners to the Bishop expressing concern at the 
withdrawal of Sunday Mass. By the 1990s the church was not being used on a Sunday, 
but only for a Wednesday Mass, with about two thirds of the congregation of 15-20 
travelling from Exmouth.  In October 1996 Father Larry Costello celebrated the last 
Mass before a congregation of around 40 people. Shortly afterwards, contractors moved 
in to remove pews and other items of value that could be reclaimed for future use from 
the 50-year-old church. The church was closed, and the land sold for housing, realising 
£69,000.48 
 

St Anne’s Church 

At the time that St Boniface was still active, the rapid expansion of Exmouth with large 
housing estates along Brixington Lane led Canon O’Malley to campaign for a second 
new church, this time to be built to serve the expanding community in Withycombe. 
Two sisters, the Misses Mary and Irene Payne, donated land and requested that the 
church be dedicated to the Sacred Heart. However, this was not possible as a church of 
this dedication already existed in Exeter.  Local research showed that over 500 years 
before, in 1413, the citizens of Exmouth had petitioned the Vatican for a chapel-of-ease 
(an additional church to assist worship in a large parish) as the parish church was in East 
Budleigh. They wished the new church to be built under the patronage of St Anne ‘at the 
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The 600 year old Holy Water Stoup 

Left: Dedication Mass at St Anne’s Church, WIthycombe 

ferry steps’ (now the site of the Glenorchy Church, Exeter Road) as before land 
reclamation, the waters were just below Exeter Road).  They needed this because: 
the sea ebbs and flows so that on very many Sundays....no parishioners...can go to it [East Budleigh], 
without danger of death and in the winter the way was so muddy that  the dead cannot be borne 
there for burial and children cannot be taken there for christening.49  

Due to the turbulence of those years (with three claimants to the Papacy), by the time the 
mandate reached the Bishop of Exeter, the Pope had been deposed and St Anne’s was 
never built. 

In view of this history it was 
deemed fitting to dedicate the new 
church to St Anne, and it was 
rapidly built, at a cost of £24,000, 
the foundation stone being laid in 
1967 and the first Mass and blessing 
being celebrated by Bishop Cyril 
Restieaux on 27 March 1968. 
The architect was Keith Symmons, 
who aimed at simplicity of style: the 
ultra-modern semi-circular design of 
the church, rooflit and almost 
windowless50  was a stark contrast to 
the more ornate and traditional 
churches of the previous century 
but was described as worthy of note 
[and] reminiscent of Le Corbusier’s chapel  
of Notre Dame at Ronchamp.51  

One significant link with history was 
established, however – namely, a 

holy water stoup from the 1381 votive chapel of St Margaret of Antioch, used by ferry 
passengers centuries ago. When the Chapel was 
converted to a business in the 18th century, the stoup 
ended up in a shop wall where it stayed for over 200 
years, until rescued (by Miss Peggy Jago) when Chapel 
Street was being demolished to make way for the 
Magnolia Centre.  This ancient holy water stoup was 
incorporated into the modern St Anne’s, but when the 
Holy Water was poured in, it poured straight out52 as the stoup  
had become porous over centuries, so a bowl had to be 
placed inside it. 
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St Anne’s Church, as Mary Irving recalls, was considered very pretty inside, lovely and warm 
with underfloor heating, and beautiful glasswork but its exterior was less appealing:  Canon 
O’Malley thought it looked like a petrol station, so he erected a large cross outside.53 

 Sister Margaret, of the Holy Family Sisters, remembers visiting St Anne’s on a chilly 
special mission: 

I had painted on our [convent] window Christmas scenes. Canon O’Malley saw this Christmas scene 
and he had no crib. So he said would I paint a crib scene on the doors of St Anne’s so I said “Oh yes”. 

 But when Sister Margaret arrived she found it was a bigger task than she had anticipated 
as the doors were so large: 

It took three days and when I went back the second day, I was painting in gloves and a coat it was so 
cold... The paint was running from the moisture – because it wasn’t permanent paint obviously. Canon 
O’Malley had shown me where the heating switch was so I put the heating on. Later, after he died, they 
wanted to put the heating on and nobody knew where the heating switch was ...you’d never think it, but 
the tabernacle was encased loosely with a sort of stone area and you put your hand in over the tabernacle 
to switch on the heating.54 

In 1973 it was permitted for priests to be supported with Extraordinary Ministers who 
could give out Communion, and take the precious Host to those unable to attend Mass. 
Sister Frances served as one of the Eucharistic Ministers at St Anne’s. She recalls: The 
Holy Family Sisters were the first Eucharistic Ministers in Exmouth; it was a great privilege.55  Many,   
however, initially found it strange.  One man (not Catholic) said to Sister Frances: I 
thought there were no women priests in your church. 

Sadly, changing times both in terms of priests to serve a large parish and changing work 
patterns meant St Anne’s was not as heavily used as anticipated, and in 2006 the church 
was demolished, the land being sold for housing.  Some of the monies from the sale 
went to the building of St Anne’s Cloister, which now fronts Holy Ghost Church. Many 
of the fittings and artwork which had enriched the modern church were also transferred. 
The Statue of St Anne and the young Virgin by Michael Clark now stands in the  
Cloister; the fused glass panels by Wesley B Potter are now above the entrance; the 
Crucifix by Philip Lindsey-Clark now hangs above the altar in the church; the ancient 
holy water stoup is on the right as you enter the church. 

As mentioned at the start of this chapter, another change is the increasing area that must 
be covered by one priest.  In the early days of Holy Ghost, some residents of Budleigh 
Salterton worshipped in Exmouth, which is why Budleigh Salterton parishioners were 
mentioned in Father Kavanagh’s farewell (see page 27). In 1927, the church of St Peter, 
Prince of Apostles was built, and the first resident priest was appointed in 1929.56  In 
recent years, however, the lack of active clergy has meant that Father Philip Austen has 
been the parish priest for Exmouth, and parochial administrator of St Peter, Prince of 
Apostles.   
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Holy Ghost Interior, 2014 

Top left: The Nave and Chancel 
Top right: Restored Lady Chapel 

Above: The re-gilded arch over the 
entrance from St Anne’s cloister. 
 
Left: The altar in Ham Hill limestone  
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Right: Photo (unlabelled) believed to be 
Father Grainger, owner of the first 
motorcycle in Exmouth 

Part 3. A Parade of Priests  
 

In just over a century, Exmouth has been served by only 8 Parish Priests and 14 assistant 
priests. They had all their individual qualities and older parishioners may remember 
many.  Below is a brief description of the Parish Priests who have served Exmouth, with 
the dates of their years of tenure. 

Parish Priests 

Father Grainger (1887-1898) 

Father John Grainger, the first Roman Catholic priest to officiate in Exmouth in over 
350 years, was a well-connected young man. His mother was Ann Maria Eyre, from one 
of the oldest families that had kept faith with the Catholic Church since the reformation; 
his uncle was the Archbishop of Glasgow.  

Born in Ireland, as a child and young man his health was delicate and the family moved 
abroad, John spending his youth in Italy and the south of France. He studied for the 
priesthood in Rome and was ordained in 1881, when he returned to England, choosing 
the West Country on account of its mild climate. His first mission was in Truro, where in 
1885  he built (at his own expense) the Church of St Pirac. On account of his continuing 
weak health, in 1887 he moved on to Exmouth, and built the Church of St John the 
Evangelist, the ‘iron’ church. In 1888, through the good offices of his uncle, the 
Archbishop of Glasgow, he was made Monsignor of the rank of Private Chamberlain to 
Pope Leo XIII. He was particularly noted among his parishioners for being the first 
person in Exmouth to own a motor bike which, according to local legend, could not 
manage to get up Albion Hill without the help 
of a crowd of willing young men to push him 
beyond the church to his house.57 Despite the 
better climate of Exmouth, he died in 1898 at 
the age of 48, having contracted pneumonia 
after attending to a sick parishioner. He is 
buried in the Eyre family vault in Bath.58   
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Canon Bernard Palmer (1901 – 1922)  

 
Canon Palmer is most remembered for having bequeathed to 
Exmouth the Holy Ghost Church in which we worship today. He 
was a keen cricketer, (he once took over 100 wickets in a season 
and on four occasions got the ‘hat-trick’), played golf for over 30 
years and travelled on all five continents.59  He was an 
indefatigable fundraiser, and was commended by the Bishop for 
his skill in ‘mendicancy’. In 1915, in recognition of his services in 
building the Holy Ghost, the Pope appointed him a Private 
Chamberlain which carried the title of Monsignor. In an informal 
ceremony, the Bishop of Plymouth presented the Very Reverend 
Mgr Bernard Palmer with a purse of gold and an illuminated 
address subscribed by members of the Exmouth congregation as a 

token of their good will and appreciation.  The ceremony took the form of an ‘at home’ 
organised by Mrs Moreton Thomas and the Reverend Mother at the Convent of the 
Holy Family. The convent pupils sang God Bless our Pope, presented tableaux with the 
motto Towards Victory, and sang the national anthems of the Allies. 

On 19 Sept 1919, Canon Palmer broke the news to his flock that he was to move to 
Bideford. This appears to have come as a thunderbolt to the congregation, who 
inundated the Bishop with letters and petitions, and barely a week later the Bishop had 
most unexpectedly changed his mind.  Canon Palmer finally left Exmouth when he 
moved to Branksome, near Christchurch, in September 1922. He died in 1938. 

 

Father Daniel Kavanagh (1922- 1928)  

 
Father Kavanagh came to Exmouth from Dawlish, and served for five years before 
taking up a new post in Tiverton. In the farewell address from his parishioners, at the 
Holy Family Convent, he is commended by his flock as an excellent pastor and an ideal Priest 
[and his] untiring zeal and love for the poor and suffering60 seem to have endeared him to the 
congregation of the Holy Ghost and to parishioners in neighbouring town Budleigh 
Salterton. (At this time, Budleigh does not have its own church.) All express their dismay: 
The congregation of the Holy Ghost Exmouth, as also that of St Peter’s Budleigh Salterton, are 
profoundly moved and disturbed by the fact that you are to be taken from them so suddenly and 
unexpectedly after being with them only five short years.61 Father Kavanagh was presented  with 
an oak-framed Illuminated Address, made by Sister Vincenta Paul, and a purse of 
Treasury Notes (banknotes).  Father Kavanagh’s sister, who had lived in Exmouth with 
her brother, was presented with a gold watch, as a mark of appreciation from friends.  
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Canon John Patrick O’Malley (1928 – 1973)  

Canon O’Malley holds, to date, the record 
for the longest serving tenure as parish 
priest of Exmouth. Born in 1884 in 
Hollymouth, County Mayo, he was 
ordained in 1922, and served in Falmouth, 
Torquay, Tavistock, and Tiverton before 
coming to Exmouth. He was a vigorous 
and enthusiastic man, particularly 
remembered for his 45 years of service to 
the parish, and for having been the prime 
mover in the building of St Boniface, 
Lympstone, St Anne’s in Withycombe and 
the Holy Ghost Parish Hall. 

Among his many duties he was at one point the Chaplain for the Carmelite convent, and 
also served the Lympstone Marine base.  He was made a Canon in 1957. He was noted 
for his great sense of humour, unfailing kindness and genuine compassion, and was 
clearly much regarded by his parishioners, who in 1956 gifted him a month’s holiday in 
Madeira to enable him to recuperate after an illness.  

He was a keen golfer. He had a great interest in education, serving for 33 years on the 
Devon County Council Education Committee and for some years as Secretary of the 
Diocesan Schools Association. For 12 years he was also the editor of the Plymouth 
Diocesan Record. He died on 27 April 1973 and is buried in Littleham Churchyard, 
Exmouth.  

 
Canon Desmond Haslehurst (1973-1976) 

 
Canon Desmond Haslehurst served Exmouth for only a few years, from 1973 – 1976, 
but is remembered both as a loved and respected parish priest and as man with an 
interesting history, whose vocation came later in life. Born in 1918 into a family of 
devout Anglicans, Canon Hazlehurst began his professional life as a commissioned 
officer in the Worcestershire Regiment. 

In 1942, whilst on active service in Africa, he converted to Roman Catholicism. Taken 
prisoner at Tobruk, he  was imprisoned in Italy, where he faced near starvation. When 
the Italians surrendered and the guards deserted the camp, he was recaptured by the 
Germans and put on a prison train to Germany.  
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He escaped through the floor of the railway wagon, and 
made his way to a northern Italian village called Fosse, 
where he was sheltered by the parish priest who hid him, 
during searches, in the high altar of the church.  He tried 
to reach Rome, intending to seek sanctuary, but was 
betrayed by a villager and recaptured by the Germans. 
When released at the end of the war he weighed just six 
stone. After the war he continued his military career until 
1951, when he resigned his commission and, attracted to 
the monastic life, entered Downside Abbey as a novice. 
He later decided his calling was for the priesthood and he 
was ordained in 1956.  After serving in Exmouth he went 
on to Axminster where he served for 25 years.62 

He was for 20 years the first secretary of the Plymouth 
Schools Association and all the 37 Roman Catholic voluntary aided schools in the 
Diocese owed their foundation or expansion to his efforts. 

 

Father Patrick Dorrian  1976-88 

                                                   

Born in Donegal, Father Dorrian was one of six 
children, and was also a twin, but his twin brother sadly 
died in childhood. He attended All Hallows College in 
Ireland and was ordained in 1952. In 1992 he made a 
return visit to All Hallows to celebrate 40 years in the 
priesthood.  He spent 47 years in the Diocese of 
Plymouth, 12 years of it in Exmouth and was noted for 
his lovely way of dealing with people [and his ] taste and style 63.   
Many of today’s parishioners remember him as ‘a lovely 
man, a very kind man who was never too busy to visit 
sick or elderly parishioners’, and also as being ‘very 
artistic’. This is evident in his firm ideas as regards 
church decor. He felt that the church would benefit 
from a rear partition, which created the narthex we have 
today, and he was not deterred by apparent difficulties.  
It was during his tenure that the old confessionals were 

removed and the new Reconciliation Room installed, resulting in the stern letter from the 
Bishop about priests knocking holes in church walls. He died in 1999. 
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Canon Laurence Costello  (Father Larry) 1988-2004  

Father Costello was born in Ireland in 1940. He was ordained 
in 1965, and served the diocese of Plymouth for 35 years, first 
in parishes in Plymouth and Poole, and then in the missions 
in Kenya. On his return from Africa, he became Parish priest 
to the Isle of Portland, during which time he also served as 
chaplain to a detention centre for young offenders. For five 
years he was Chaplain to the Royal Navy.  After three years in 
Bideford, he came to Exmouth in 1988, and remained here 
for the rest of his life.  He was passionate about helping 
young people, and during his time as a parish priest he was, 
among other things, Chairman of the Catholic Children’s 
Society, Chairman of the Adoption Society, the Episcopal 
Vicar for Social Care and Protection, Chaplain to the 
Beginning Experience and a school Chaplain. He also was a 

member of the Selection Board for Vocations. He was very concerned to improve 
communication and a sense of community, encouraging all parishioners to become more 
actively involved in parish life. He was made a Canon in 2003; he died from cancer in 
2004. In his 16 years as Parish Priest, Father Larry is remembered for his sense of 
humour and his compassion; he was a much loved parish priest.64 

 
Father Philip Austen 2004-to date 

Father Philip came to serve as Exmouth’s Parish Priest in 
2004, having spent twenty years as a Benedictine monk. He 
was inspired to leave Ealing Abbey by an elderly nun in an 
Italian convent, who urged him to ‘leave the praying to us’ 
and to take up an active role in the community. He was 
ordained in 1999, and Exmouth is his first parish. 

 Since the arrival of Father Philip, both the church building 
and the community have been transformed. The church 
building has been inspirationally redecorated and 
refurbished, with the addition of the beautiful and very 
useful St Anne’s Cloister, and the installation of a stunning 
new stained glass window, dedicated to the Holy Ghost, to 

commemorate the centenary of the church’s consecration. The church community, too, 
has undergone a transformation, having had plenty of opportunity to learn more about 
their faith and each other through a variety of retreats, talks about faith, social events, 
themed meals and fundraising events. Not for nothing is Exmouth now known in the 
Diocese as ‘the party parish’. 
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Rev Terry  Enright 

 

       Jane Cheyne 

Father Philip has supported the hosting of ecumenical services at the church.  He has 
established a tradition of pilgrimages to Rome and Assisi. These pilgrimages have had 
multiple impacts: they have been spiritually uplifting, culturally enlightening and have 
encouraged the parishioners to a greater sense of community. Father Philip serves on the 
Historic Churches Committee, the Diocesan Buildings Commission and is Diocesan 
Chaplain to the Union of Catholic Mothers. Father Philip is also Parochial Administrator 
of St Peter, Prince of Apostles, Budleigh Salterton.  

Assistant Priests 

Over the years, a number of other priests, many of whom went on to distinguished 
careers in other parishes, served as curates and assistant priests in the Holy Ghost parish. 
They are:  

1926 Father William Egan 1962-1965 Father Bernard Jaffa 

1929 Father Harold Shepherd 1965-1967 Father Jack Pack 

1937 Father Michael McSweeney 1967-1973  Father Chris Smith 

1938 Father Patrick Murphy 1973-1974 Father John Cousins 

1941-1946 Father Victor Robinson 1977-1985 Father Joseph Branson 

1946 Father Thomas Adilleriek 1985-1986 Father Leon Conroy 

1946-1953 Father Ronald Macdonald 1986-1988 Father Barry Hallett 

1954-1960 Father Terence McAlinden 1993 to date  Deacon Terry Enright 

 
At one time it was not uncommon for a parish the size of Exmouth to have more than 
one priest, sharing the work of spiritual and pastoral care.  Since 1986 there have been no 
curates in Exmouth, and an ageing priesthood and fewer vocations 
 means today a single priest is often responsible for more than one parish.  

Father Philip is currently supported in all 
pastoral matters by Terry Enright. Terry   
was ordained in  Holy Ghost Church, and is 
a Permanent Non-stipendiary Deacon.        . 
 
Jane Cheyne, the Parish Officer Manager, 
provides essential administrative support in 
all aspects of the considerable bureaucracy 
required to administer a parish.  
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Part 4. Education Matters 
 

Another Backward Glance 

The Catholic Church has a long history as a provider of schools and universities in 
England. In Medieval Europe, religious houses were the centres of learning and 
scholarship. During the long Post-Reformation years, however, the Church’s role as a 
provider of public education went underground. Only after the Catholic Emancipation 
Act in 1829 did Catholic education again begin to emerge. In 1847, the Catholic Poor 
School Committee was established with the aim of providing elementary Catholic 
primary education.  

Because the Church has always viewed education as integral to the development of the 
whole person, the setting up of schools for the Catholic community was prioritised over  
building churches, with the early schools often used as places of Sunday Mass worship.    
In 1905 the Catholic Education Council was established to promote Catholic Education 
in England and Wales. Its primary role was to advocate the case for Catholic schools and 
to seek state assistance for them. 

Catholic schools continued to be established throughout the late  19th and early 20th  

centuries, enabling Catholic children from underprivileged backgrounds, who would 
otherwise have been left with little education,  to attend  school.  Service to the poor and 
most disadvantaged in society has always been a central feature of Catholic education. 
Following the Education Act of 1870 (the Foster Act) there was a surge in the 
development of Catholic schools, principally to meet the needs of poor Catholic 
immigrants from Ireland.  

In 1944, the renowned Education Act known as the Butler Act made secondary 
education for all children up to the age of 15 years a possibility. Under the Butler Act 
Catholic schools became known as Voluntary Aided Schools:  they were an essential 
feature of the state education system whilst retaining their distinctively Catholic ethos 
through various legal protections which are still in place today.  

The Church now educates over 800,000 pupils and students across England and Wales, 
working collaboratively with the state to serve the Catholic community, whether 
established local families, Catholic traveller children, or Catholic immigrants from 
throughout the world. Catholic schools also provide places for children who are not 
Catholic but whose parents wish them to receive a Catholic education.  Our schools 
continue to flourish, achieving the highest standards and acting as a beacon and provider 
of good practice and authentic education. 
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Catholic Education in Exmouth 

The story of Catholic education in England and Wales, the bare bones of which are 
outlined above, is one of conviction, struggle and determination by poor people, 
encouraged and wisely led by visionary parish priests and religious in handing on their 
greatest treasure, their faith, to their children and succeeding generations.  In Exmouth  
a continuous reminder of this heritage is the existence of St Joseph’s Primary School and 
the Holy Family Sisters who pioneered Catholic education in Exmouth.  

The Holy Family Convent and Schools 

By the late 19th century, the Catholic Church was becoming 
re-established in England and Wales. In contrast, in France 
there were increasing problems for Religious Houses. In the 
early 20th century political changes led to severe anti-clerical 
legislation. The Law of Associations (1901) suppressed 
nearly all of the religious orders in France and confiscated 
their property, and the Separation Law (1905) sundered 
Church and State.65 There followed a massive closure of 
convents and an exodus of Sisters. 

The Sisters of the Holy Family of St Emilie in Villefranche de Rouergue, Aveyron were 
among the many orders of nuns who came to England from France.  In 1904, Father 
Bernard, a French priest based in Chichester, asked the Bishop of Plymouth for 
permission to settle a religious community in his Diocese. His Lordship sent him to 
Father Palmer who was at that time the parish priest of Exmouth, with a congregation 
of approximately 80 Catholics. Father Palmer welcomed him warmly and promised to 
help.  

In 1904 four of the Sisters arrived in Exmouth and took up residence in 4 Exe View 
Terrace. Their founder, St Emilie, had been inspired to dedicate her life to educating the 
poor, and the Sisters set up their tiny school of four pupils ‘under the protection  of St 
Joseph’ the head of the Holy Family.  Pupils paid £6 6s a year.66 

Two years later, despite some opposition from local clergy, they rented Sunnyside.  In 
April 1908 they advertised in the Exmouth Journal (see next page). In 1911 there were 6 
pupils in the  ‘school for Gentlemen’s daughters’ (ie professional people) and 30 in the 
school   for ‘commercial people and the poor’, where students were taught for free or a 
nominal amount, in accordance with the teachings of St Emilie.  Around this time, Lord 
Clinton sold the freehold to the Sisters, allowing them to expand and build a new wing. 67  
In 1914 an advert in the Exmouth Journal states that the Sisters  are now prepared to 

receive additional pupils and boarders....There is a special preparatory class for the sons of 

Gentlemen, from 4- 11 years of age.
68
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French Convent 

HOLY FAMILY SCHOOL,  
SUNNYSIDE 

Pupils receive instruction in the usual  

branches of ENGLISH EDUCATION  

and are prepared for various Exams. 

 Preparatory School for Boys.   

  French Conversational Classes 
 Private Lessons can be arranged for any time. 

 

In 1922 the building (now flats) facing  
Boarden Barn House housed the Senior 
School classrooms; in 1926, more land and 
another building (Sunnyslope) was 
purchased, and the main block of the fee-
paying Convent School was extended. With 
increasing numbers, a parish school was 
opened on the newly acquired Sunny 
Corner, for all age girls and boys from 
‘commercial’ and  ‘poor’ families. On 26 
February 1943, the parish school was 

bombed and the small school of 20 Catholic pupils were taught in the parish hall for the 
rest of the academic year.  In 1949, the Sisters sold Sunny Corner, purchased the former 
premises of St Peter’s school  (Sunnyway  Villa) and extended the Convent school again. 

 

Sister Clare remembers 

Sister Clare was a pupil at the Convent School in the 1940s and 50s. Although not a 
Catholic at the time, she attended the Convent because her parents felt she would get a 
good education and also learn how to be ladylike and develop good manners.   
My parents thought it seemed the right school and they made sacrifices to send me there. No one had 
money after the war. I remember it was 28 shillings a term (£1.40 in today’s money) which was a lot of 
money in those days. She recalls the headmistress, Sister Raphael, as being a formidable 
woman who commanded total respect: We used to shake at the knees when she went by. When 
we greeted the Sisters we had to curtsey and shake hands.  

 Looking back, she sees the discipline as strict but not harsh, with much kindness and a 
feeling of security. She was blissfully happy at the Convent, particularly when she was 
pursuing the sports she loved on the playing field, being taught hockey by Sister Raphael 
with her nun’s habit kilted up.   

Sister Clare became a nun because, as she explained: the Holy Spirit blows where it will.  The 
Sisters never tried to influence her to change her faith, but in school she became 
interested in History, and realised that the English were all Catholics before the 
Reformation. I started reading more, and  eventually I decided to  convert, although my parents were  
reluctant, so I did not become a Catholic until I was 23. Three years later (you had to be a 
Catholic for three years before you could begin a novitiate) she entered the Convent. 
Despite her parents’ initial dismay – they had not envisaged when they sent her to the 
Convent School that she would become a nun - they were ultimately proud that their 
daughter had the courage to follow her calling.   
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Left: Senior 
school,  1951 

Sports Day  

  

 Above Left: Sisters  on  junior school steps  1962 
(Sister Raphaell, front row, 2nd from right) 

  

Above: Swimming gala, 1960s 
 
Above left: Junior school communicants ,  
Whit Sunday 1954 

 

Above right: Tennis  champions 1953  (Sister Clare  on left) 
Above:  Heads of House—early 1950s  
Above Left: Sisters  on  junior school steps  1962    
 (Sister  Raphaell, front row, 2nd from right) 
Left: Sisters on visit to Buckfast  Abbey, circa 1970 
 
 

  

  

Left: Senior 
school Sports 
Day 1951 

  

Above: Swimming gala, 1960s 
Above left: Junior school communicants,  
Whit Sunday 1954 
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Left: Holy Family Plaque 
created and donated by 
Elisabeth Frink  (Photo 
courtesy of  Frink Estate) 

The years of expansion 

By the 1960s the fee-paying Convent School was expanding rapidly. In 1962, the 
renowned sculptress Dame Elisabeth Frink, a former convent pupil, attended the official 
opening of the Convent Junior School extension (Sunnyway) and presented a relief 

plaque of the Holy Family 
(modelled on herself, her 
son and her husband).  
This Plaque can be seen 
today on the front of the 
present-day Convent in 
Long Causeway. 

 
The improved facilities in the Convent School led to concerns about the level of facilities 
available to the non-fee-paying Catholic children at St Joseph’s.  This resulted in an 
increased commitment from the parish to an annual contribution of £500.69 On land 
donated by the Sisters, a new cedarwood building was erected at a  cost of £12, 000 with 
£10,000 being borne by the Diocese, the Convent contributing the balance and 
supplying the furnishings. Sister Mary Kevin was the first Headteacher in the new school, 
which housed 89 pupils. 

In 1964 there were three adjacent schools: a Convent Senior School on the upper field, a 
Convent Junior School on the lower field, and St Joseph’s Parish School on the middle 
field. Holy Family Sisters were teaching in all three schools. There was a community of 
15 nuns.   

Sister Margaret remembers 

In 1966, Sister Margaret came to be Headmistress of the secondary school and recalls 
how very lucky she was to arrive at a time when it was a flourishing school. There were 
tennis courts and a newly built gymnasium, and later a heated swimming pool was built, 
largely through the enthusiasm of the gymnast, Miss Palmer, who although not a former 
pupil, worked hard towards raising funds. The former St Peter’s housed the junior boarders and 
provided  common rooms. The new extension became the junior school, with secondary boarders housed 
above.  We had a separate Art block, and we built a separate Physics Laboratory with an additional 
classroom, and opened a Home Economics room...it was growing all the time. The grounds extended 
up to Exmouth Hospital. 
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At one time there was even a donkey, bought by a member of staff who thought it would 
be nice for the boarders to have something to pet. We had him as a baby and they [the 
boarders] couldn’t ride him so the girls rather lost interest in him. But he liked to be up there in the 
evening when the boarders were relaxing.  The donkey was also an adventurous beast.  He used 
to get out. One time he got up to the hospital and another time he escaped into the grounds of a small 
hotel. They’d had all the flower beds recently dug and his little hoof prints were in the beds. 

There was also a much loved dog which used to hold the skipping rope for the children, 
and on occasions when the donkey refused to come in, took part in the resultant tug of 
war. But Sister Margaret also recalls later times: What made it really sad was the recession in the 
early 80s. It really hit us because we were a fee-paying school.  They were losing Sisters through 
old age or transfer to other houses, and eventually  the school had to close in 1990. It’s 
passing was noted with regret. An article in the Exmouth Journal of February 1990 
notes: The school has played a valuable role in the town’s education for many years.70 

Much of the land was sold for housing. One of the earlier convent houses, a building on 
Boarden Barn, remains identifiable, and part of the original secondary school is now 
flats,  but most of the buildings were demolished when the land was developed.  

A former day girl remembers 

Past pupil Jacqueline Doak went to the Holy Family parish school at the age of 7 years, 
travelling by train from Lympstone under the watchful eye of Miss Wallis, a teacher 
living in the village.  She attended the Holy Family senior school from 1962-1969 and 
remembers many of the boarders were from overseas, including, in her class, girls from 
France, Persia and Argentina. In the 6th form, lessons were shared with Winslade Park 
Catholic boys’ school near Exeter: Winslade had recently built new science laboratories. 
The boys would come to the Convent in the mornings, and then girls would travel to Winslade for 
afternoon lessons.  I remember the girls studied Physics and Chemistry there and the boys English and 
History at the Convent School.71 This allowed both schools to offer more ‘A’ level  subjects.   

A former boarder remembers 

Willow Fraser was a fulltime boarder at the Senior school from 1985, until it closed in 
1990. When she first arrived there were about 65 boarders, ranging from 6 to 16 years. 
She remembers they planned midnight feasts, which Sister Imani always seemed to know 
about. She would burst in at midnight with a guitar and apples, and we would find ourselves singing 
‘Here I am Lord’ and eating healthy food. Then she would be back again at 7.00 am, saying: ‘Rise and 
shine and give God your glory’. Discipline, however, was generally very strict. Willow recalls 
being summoned to the study of  Mrs Perkins, the Headteacher: She would say ‘Sit!’ and 
give you a tissue, anticipating the tears to come. Despite her many detentions for talking in 
class, Willow was very happy at the Convent, because of the great sense of family among 
the boarders.72   
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St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School - 2014 

Catholic Education Today 

Until the Convent School closed in 1990, there was the possibility for girls to receive a  
Catholic senior school education in Exmouth. Boys, however, were less well served.  
They could attend the Convent School in the very early years, or St Joseph’s school to 
the age of 11 years. Thereafter, the nearest Catholic boys’ senior school, run by the 
Marist Fathers, was in Winslade Park School at Clyst St Mary, near Exeter. However, like 
the Convent  this was fee-paying, and it closed in the 80s. 

For some years Canon O’Malley campaigned for the building of a Catholic state 
secondary school, but to no avail. In 1947, notes preparing for a meeting on the subject 
state: 1. Except in large centres it is impossible for us to build Catholic Senior Schools. Plymouth has 
its 2 Central Schools, Torquay is to have one, possibly Exeter might have one. But nowhere else in 
Devon would any grouping of schools be possible on account of numbers and distances.73  

At present, there are two Catholic senior schools in Plymouth (one for boys, one for 
girls) and one joint Catholic and Church of England school in Torbay. There is no 
Catholic senior school locally.  

We are, however, fortunate in still having a Catholic primary school, St Joseph’s.  
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First Entry in 
school log, by 
Sister M Fahy, 
Headmistress, 
giving details  
of staff and 
class sizes 

 St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School  

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School began as a parish school 
under the direction of the Holy Family Sisters. In 1964, as the 
Convent School expanded, the Parish School was rehoused in 
a new cedarwood building on land donated by the Sisters, and 
it is at this point, with 89 pupils, that it takes its separate identity 
as St Joseph’s. In 1970, St Joseph’s became a voluntary aided 
school under Devon County Council. 

 

 

 

 

In 1971, the first secular head, Mr A J Lim,  took up his post, whilst the former 
Headmistress, Sister Fahy, stayed on as  Deputy Head. Mr Lim had an interesting first 
day:   
To-day was my first day as Headmaster of St Joseph’s. Five pupils for Mrs Simm’s class and one for 
Sister Kathleen’s arrived and settled almost immediately in their respective classes. Everything went 
smoothly all morning until after lunch break when it was reported that ....a new pupil was missing .74  
 
 Fortunately the missing child turned up safe and well at home, having thought that 
school, like play school, finished at lunchtime.  

Mr Lim was Headteacher until he resigned due to ill-health in 1983. During his time the 
school increased from 118 pupils to 163.  He was followed by Mr Vincent McCloskey.  
 It was during Mr McCloskey’s tenure that the cedarwood school building was destroyed 
by the dramatic storms of 1987, when a sudden gust of hurricane strength tore at the 
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Above: Report from the Exmouth Herald, 3 April 1987. (Reproduced courtesy of Exmouth Journal) 

building, hurling glass and wall panels across the playing field.  Cathie Doyle was at that 
time a new teacher at St Joseph’s School. She remembers vividly the day of the storm:  

It was a Friday, Friday the 27th of  March, and the Headteacher, Mr McClosky, and Class 6 were 
away  on an Outward Bound week,  so Paul Jenkins the Deputy Head was in charge of the school. It 
was an incredibly windy day, and very, very noisy. I arrived at school with my little girl and, unusually, I  
took her into the building with me -  because her drink had leaked in her lunchbox.  I met Sister 
Kathleen in a corridor; she was pushing a television along.  We went into the staffroom and   I was just 
cleaning out Jane’s lunchbox when there was a huge crash. We went out into the corridor and the roof 
had gone - there wasn’t a roof on the classrooms! It had literally blown away.  I remember just standing 
there thinking ‘someone needs to do something about this’  and thinking ‘Yes.  I do actually’. The 
building was made of wood -the only brick building was the last classroom which was Sister Mary 
Kathleen’s. So I took the children in there (a small group of children were inside the building, 
helping  Sister Kathleen prepare) and asked her to take them down to the Convent.   

Then followed a time of confusion as, due to the way the building had fallen, Cathie 
Doyle had no way of knowing what had happened to the other children. I had to try and 
get round to the other end of the building but there was so much debris in the way, and I remember 
looking up and seeing this wall just swaying.  I’m not a very fast runner, but  I got down that hill 
incredibly quickly. By the time I got to the bottom it had dropped.  
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The Deputy Head had been about to open the school doors when the telephone rang. It 
was Father Dorrian, concerned about the stormy winds.  If Paul Jenkins had not 
answered the phone, the children would have been in the building when the roof was 
torn off. As it was, they were outside in the playground, many of them sheltering under a 
wooden canopy.  When the roof came off it went right over and the bits that landed on that canopy 
didn’t shatter it, because, thank God, it had just been reinforced by the PTA (Parent Teacher 
Association) a few weeks before. We took the children into the convent and the nuns were great. 

But when the children had been safely transferred, there was another problem. As the 
drama occurred before school, no register had been taken. Some parents had arrived, 
seen the wreckage and flying debris and taken their children home.  We had to get one of the 
firemen to go into the office to find us a list of all the children’s addresses and telephone numbers.  Jenny 
Lawrence, the school secretary, spent all the morning ringing parents saying either ‘We have your 
children. Please come and collect them.’ or ‘We haven’t got your child, have you?’  It was quite a 
traumatic morning.  

Miraculously, the total casualties were one minor cut, and two goldfish, whose tank was 
smashed by the falling timber.  The Head, Vincent McCloskey, found new 
accommodation with impressive speed, and the school opened again the following week, 
housed in portacabins.   The damage was so severe that it was deemed an appropriate 
time to build a new school,  but there was pressure from the county education 
authorities for the children to be accommodated in other schools in Exmouth.  The 
Headteacher and the Governors  battled to keep the school open, and after five years of  
leaky portacabins, in 1992  St Joseph’s reopened in its new purpose-built premises on 
what had been the Convent School’s hockey field. (The original site is now covered by 
the houses of Regent’s Gate).  

The school was extended in 2003, to accommodate the Reception class, and as at 3 June 
2013 had 207 children in 7 classes. Sixty  percent of the children are baptised Catholics, 
and the remainder are from Christian denominations. Cathie Doyle is now the current 
Head Teacher of St Joseph’s, appointed in April 2011.   

Since the early days of St Joseph’s, education has changed considerably. The school log 
of 20 April 1980 records the interview of five candidates for the Deputy Headship:  the 
interviews started at 1.45 pm and ended at 5.45 pm. In contrast, the selection process for the 
Headship in 2011 lasted two days, and the whole school was involved. There have been 
significant changes in education in terms of the national curriculum, teaching standards 
and what is expected of teachers.  In Catholic schools, another change has been the 
reduced numbers or absence of religious Sisters or Brothers as teachers. In 1970 there 
were four nuns on the staff, but since 1998, there have been no nuns teaching in the 
school.  In 2014, St Joseph’s became part of Plymouth CAST (Catholic and Anglican 
Schools Trust) a ‘multi-academy trust’ of 36 schools, set up by the Catholic Diocese of 
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Plymouth to protect, support and develop its schools, and encourage a sense of ‘family’. 
Cathie Doyle explains: 
Many schools have become Academies because of financial implications, but CAST is about Vision and 
Mission. All schools aim to be good, all schools aim to deliver the curriculum, but in a Catholic school 
there is just something else. It is that ethos that pervades everything – not just everything we teach but 
everything we do. 

 

Above: Pupils 
at work and 
play 

Right: Olympic 
Torch bearer 
Steve 
Hockings-
Thompson and 
pupils, June 
2012 

Far right: 
Jubilee tea, 
July 2012 
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The children of St Joseph’s were asked for input on the occasion of recruiting the 
Headteacher in 2011.  This is what they said: 
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Above: Pilgrimage to Rome, summer 2011 

Part 5. The Parish    

 

Prayer Life 

The Holy Ghost is the parish church for Exmouth, in the Diocese of Plymouth, and the 
parish covers Exmouth and Lympstone.  From small beginnings it has grown into an 
active Catholic community. 

When Father Grainger arrived in 1887 and celebrated Mass for the first time, there were 
only 14 people in the congregation.   In 1904, Canon Palmer had a parish of about 80 
Catholics.  In November 1934 there were forty candidates for confirmation on the 
visitation of the Bishop of Plymouth, including eleven converts. In 1987, (at the Mass 
celebrated by Bishop Budd to commemorate the centenary of  the first Mass in Exmouth 
offered by Father Grainger, it was noted there were now 550 regular Mass attendees.75 

In the years following the building of  Holy Ghost there began to be a visible Catholic 
presence within the wider Exmouth community, as celebrations and processions became 
more public. In 1916, in May (the month dedicated to Our Lady)  Canon Palmer re-
instates the Pre-Reformation  ceremony of crowning the statue of the Blessed Virgin 
with blossoms. Describing a Corpus Christi procession, the Plymouth Diocesan Record 
of 1929-30  reports:  

Despite a chilly evening a large congregation assembled. ...The Sacred Host was borne by Fr O’Malley 
accompanied by two monks of Buckfast, and the canopy was carried by men of the congregation in evening 
dress...... the procession passing a large number of onlookers whose general attitude was that of surprised 
reverential awe. Many...allowing curiosity to overcome reluctance followed the processionists into Church. 

 Over the years there have been a number 
of special services to celebrate significant 
moments in the life of Holy Ghost. Each 
year there are two retreats, at Lent and 
Advent. Recent years have seen a growing 
number of parishioners taking part in 
pilgrimages. Holy Ghost is also part of the 
Churches Together in Exmouth, which 
seeks to improve communication and 
understanding between Christian churches.  
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Top left:   World Youth 
Day (2011) 
 Top right: Palm 
Sunday (2014) 
Left: Parish Retreat— 
 Sheldon(2011) 
Below: Refresh your 
Faith Day (2011) 
Below  Left: Reflections 
Bottom: Crib on the 
Quay, Exmouth (2012) 

(2011) 

  

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top: : Ready Steady Cook (20XX ), Board Games,  

Commisioning UCM members (2014), 

2nd row  Dad’s Army (20XX), Centenary Sweet Peas 

3rd row Knitting Blankets (2013), Cafod Lunches 

(20XX)Faith and Light 

Top left:  Off to World 
Youth Day (2011) 
Top right: Palm 
Sunday Procession 
(2014) 
Left: Parish Retreat— 
 Sheldon(2011) 

Below: Refresh your 
Faith Day (2011) 
Below  Left: 
Reflections 
Bottom: Crib on the 
Quay at Exmouth 

(2011) 

  

Prayer Life 
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    Mercedes Candamo Bryce              
(Courtesy of Exmouth Museum) 

   Dame Elisabeth Frink, 1976  
    (Courtesy of Peter Kinnear) 

 

Cout 

                   

Jack Phillips 
 ( Courtesy of RNLI) 

People and Parish 

Over the last two hundred years, the town of Exmouth has enjoyed the presence of 
many celebrities (such as Lady Nelson, Lady Byron, and Lady Byron’s daughter Ada 
Lovelace, who is credited with inventing the first computer). It has also welcomed many 
immigrants and refugees, some of whom have chosen to stay.  

 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

Famous Parishioners 

The Holy Ghost parish has its own notable personages.  Mercedes Candamo Bryce, the 
19th century millionairess, lived in the (now demolished) Marley House, which was once 
a sumptuous  mansion boasting a grand entrance hall, reputedly large enough to drive a carriage 
into.76  She spent much of her life abroad, but chose to be buried in Exmouth.  Her 
funeral was held in the Holy Ghost Church on 9 May 1929, conducted by Father 
O’Malley, and she was buried in a private ground next to St John in the Wilderness.77 

 Dame Elisabeth Frink (1930-1993), the sculptress internationally renowned for her work 
in bronze, was for a time a pupil at the Holy Family Convent School.78 The plaster 
plaque that she presented to the Holy Family Convent is an example of her technique of 
carving wet plaster after preliminary modelling, creating a roughened texture and surface 
tension characteristic of her work at this period. 

 Another local celebrity, and convert to Catholicism, is ‘Lifeboat Hero’ Jack Phillips. On 
Christmas Day 1956 the lifeboat was launched in a full south-easterly gale. Jack  and 
William Carder were washed overboard, and all who knew anything of the conditions were aware 
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that only a miracle could save them.79 Although both men were washed ashore, only Jack 
Phillips survived. Jack was received into the Catholic Church on 6 July 1957.80 

(Anna Morrineau, whose family for many years ran The Mocha restaurant in Exmouth 
High Street remembers how in the 50s the whole town would turn out to help launch the 
lifeboat, a real community effort.  The Lifeboat was called by rocket, and if two rockets went up 
everyone ran down to the front to help launch the boat. If it happened in the middle of the night, people 
came in their night things.  The boat had to be dragged from the boathouse across the road 
and down the slipway to the sea, as the boathouse was then where the Exmouth Rowing 
Club now stands.)  

 

 

The Parish in World War I  

Just over one hundred years ago, with the Holy Ghost Church barely completed, the 
world found itself at war. Belgium suffered considerably in the first onslaught, and in 
1914 there was an influx of refugees to Exeter. During 1915, the numbers grew so great 
(over 3000) that soon all the surrounding areas were also being used to lodge refugees. 
Arriving in batches of 200 or 300 by train at Queen Street, they were then dispersed 
across Devon. Both soldiers and refugees came to live in Exmouth, and were supported 
by local people and churches, with various committees raising money for the relief of the 
Belgian refugees.  

A public meeting of subscribers to the work of the Exmouth Committee for the relief of Belgian refugees 
was held in the church hall yesterday afternoon.... Sir Robert Newman presided and was supported by 
Lady Clinton and [among many others] Reverend Palmer of the Holy Ghost Church. They 
acknowledged a great debt was owed to the Belgian people and pledged all they could in Exmouth to help 
them.81 

In October 1915, there was a fundraiser in Exmouth Public Hall in aid of ‘the local Red 
Cross Fund and the Belgian Relief Fund’. Entertainment was provided by pupils of the 
Holy Family Convent School, and was warmly supported by the parishioners.  After the 
performance, Father Palmer praised the bravery of those wounded soldiers present, and 
commented that there were nearly fifty friends and relations (English, French and 
Belgian) connected with the Holy Ghost who were now serving at the Front82.  It is not 
known how many of the refugees were Catholic, but  two Belgian priests were certainly 
present at the Consecration service of the Holy Ghost Church in 1915, and in 1916 there 
is some correspondence concerning how to accommodate the pastoral needs of the 
Catholic refugees.  
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Left: Entry in the Register of 
the Holy Ghost Church, 
recording the death of 
Frances Tothill, 26 Feb 1943 

 

The Parish in World War II 

At the start of the war, Exmouth was seen as ‘safe’ and between 1939-40  a number of 
evacuees arrived from London. Among them was Margaret Fitzpatrick, who arrived in 
1940 with two small children, to be billeted with Dr Doyle, who stood Godfather when 
baby Sheila was born in 1941. After the war, the Fitzpatricks chose to stay in Exmouth; 
Jenny, (now Jenny Murphy), was born a year later, and brother Tony in 1949.  Although 
her siblings moved away, Jenny has lived here all her life. Mrs Margaret Fitzpatrick, who 
converted to Catholicism, died in 1970 and her funeral was held in St Anne’s, because 
Holy Ghost Church was being decorated.  

Another parishioner to come to Exmouth as a ‘place of safety’  was Mary Irving (87) 
who arrived 1940, aged 12, having escaped from France after Germany invaded. Told 
they had 24 hours to evacuate, the family (literally with what they could carry) arrived at 
the port of St Malo at 7 am the next morning, only to find no boat.  Anxious hours later 
they were finally on board, and a harrowing journey followed, avoiding submarines and 
unexploded floating mines, and enduring the terror of being spotted by a German plane. 
They finally docked at Southampton, and a kind taxi driver drove them to Exmouth as 
Mary’s father had cousins here, but since all the road signs had been removed, it proved 
a difficult and lengthy journey. Having made it to this town, Mary’s parents settled here. 
(Mary herself later moved to pastures new, but eventually returned to Exmouth about 
fifty years ago.)  

Sadly, Exmouth proved to be far from immune to bombing. Five raids in 1941 and 
another in 1942 resulted in fatalities, and the raid on 26 February 1943 killed nearly 30 
people. The Holy Ghost Register of Deaths records actione inimici interfecta  (killed by 
enemy action) against the names of three parishioners -Thomas Maxwell, Elizabeth 
Rosamund Williams and Frances Louisa Tothill. It was on this day that the Parish school 
was also destroyed. The devastation in the town was considerable. 

 

Father O’Malley was air raid warden for Raddenstile Lane, and Mary Irving was part of 
the stirrup pump team (whose job was to put out fires). A direct hit on Raddenstile Lane 
destroyed one house, and killed the two elderly lady occupants. Mary remembers being 
first on the scene with the priest: the cooker was still on, with potatoes cooking. It was lunchtime.  
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Community 

Churches are often as important for aiding social cohesion as for providing a centre of 
worship, and Holy Ghost Church from its earliest years encouraged a strong sense of  
community, of Catholics praying and socialising together. 

Following World War I there was clearly an active church community, as there was a 
flurry of fundraising in the late 1920s to clear a recently discovered outstanding debt of 
£500. The Parish record of 1929 states Stung to activity the congregation ‘got busy’ and by means 
of donations and house-to-house collections have raised £100......a long sustained endeavour must be 
made to remove completely the incubus from the shoulders of their Priest... a garden fete will be held in the 
grounds of the Convent. In a surprisingly short time, the debt is liquidated, with a Mrs 
Weston donating £6 10s to clear the final monies owing. 

The Strand, after the bombing of  26 February, 1943.  (Photo courtesy of Exmouth Museum) 
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Opening of the Parish Hall. May 1939 
(Picture courtesy of the Exmouth Journal) 

A New Church Hall 

In the 1930s the Parish community was developing with a number of associations and 
clubs, but lacked a suitable venue to provide a focus for the community aspect of church 
life. In 1937, Father O’Malley wrote to the Bishop’s secretary asking for a loan to help 
build a Church Hall, stating that  it has the whole-hearted approval of all who do not object to a 
little work83. He suggests it would cost about £750 and requests the Bishop to stand 
guarantor for a loan of £500. He is advised to wait until they have at least £400 in hand.  

In the event, the cost was more than double the original estimate and requires a ‘frenzy’  
of fundraising events, but in May 1939 the foundation stone of a new hall, capable of 
holding 166 people, was laid by Bishop Barrett. Completed in August, and opened by the 
Abbott of Buckfast, it was almost destroyed a few years later during World War II: a 
landmine fell and lifted the Hall off the ground, but it fell down again almost unharmed 
– just a layer of bricks above the damp course shifting slightly sideways.84  
 
In the war years, the Hall was a popular venue 
for weekend dances and socials. Canon O’Malley 
invited the American soldiers billeted in 
Exmouth and enouraged young parishioners to 
dance with them -  under his watchful eye. He 
was also concerned that the soldiers be 
welcomed into Catholic families at Christmas. 85 

In the post war years, the Hall also served as 
unofficial accommodation. Tony Wall recalls: 
Noreen Goss came to get the Hall ready one day and she 
heard a strange snorting noise. She pulled back the 
curtain and found an old man asleep.86 The Canon 
would leave the door of the hall unlocked, so 
homeless men who called on the Presbytery 
could sleep there overnight, often after having 
been fed by the housekeeper.87 

Over the years, the Hall underwent changes:  In 
Father Larry’s time it was decided to take out the 
stage. Tony Wall remembers: everyone dug in- timber 
going here, timber going there, everyone getting in each 
other’s way – a happy crowd.88  

In 2008 Father Philip organised the refurbishment of the hall to its present standard.   
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Groups and Societies 

The Hall still serves as a venue for the many clubs and associations connected with the 
Holy Ghost, and the wider community.  In 1974 it was being used as a summer school 
for French students in return for a donation to the building fund, (as Holy Ghost Church 
was facing some substantial bills due to much needed remedial work on the east wall).  In 
2015 it was a polling station for the parliamentary  elections. The Hall  provides a much-
needed source of income, but it is also important to the life of the parish, as it is the 
centre for many parish activities. 

Today there a number of groups taking part in parish life, some of which are of 
longstanding. The first meeting of the Union of Catholic Mothers took place in 1940, 
and the UCM is still very active, having celebrated its 70th anniversary in 2010.  

Faith & Light, a worldwide interdenominational community supporting those who have 
an intellectual disability (co-founded by Jean Vanier) has been meeting at Holy Ghost for 
25 years for friendship, festivities, religious celebration and prayer. 

More recently created social groups, meeting weekly or monthly, include Youth, Knit and 
Natter, Book Club, Board Games Club, and Craft Club. In addition, from time to time 
language classes are run by parishioners for other interested parishioners.   

There are also a number of regular fund-raising activities such as the monthly CAFOD 
lunches, and individual parishioner efforts. Among these are the forty blankets knitted by 
lady parishioners for the Samaritan Christmas Shoe Box Appeal in 2011; Father Philip’s 
walk in 2011 from Exmouth to Budleigh Salterton and back, accompanied by many 
people from both parishes; a sponsored bike ride by Patrick Cheyne and three friends in 
August 2012, from John o’ Groats to Land’s End to raise money for MacMillan Cancer 
Support; and in 2015, a beautiful patchwork quilt made by Bernadetter Simmons and 
raffled to raise money to send a disabled child to Lourdes.  

On the spiritual side there is Gospel-sharing, Reflections, Music for services and the  
Dominic groups set up in 2015, for exploring the challenges set by Pope Francis. A 
number of parishioners also serve as Altar Servers, Sacristans, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Readers, Bereavement Counsellors, or are part of the teams which prepare the altar 
flowers, keep the church clean and assist with parish administration.  

There are also frequent community celebrations and in the last decade the Holy Ghost 
has become known as the ‘Party Parish’. Themed evenings have included: 
Nativity, Ready Steady Cook (to coincide with a Parish Cook book), I’m a Catholic – Get me 
out of here (with references to the celebrity TV show) Sister Act and Dad’s Army, complete 
with spam!  
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Top: Nativity Winter Warmer (2011)  
 
2ND Row  Left:   Ready Steady Cook  (2012)  
2ND Row  Right: Shrove Tuesday  Pancakes 
                         in Budleigh Salterton (2014)  
 
Above:  Samaritan Shoebox Appeal (2011) 
Above right:  Two-Parish walk (2011)  
 
  
Right:  Sponsored cycle ride  for 
Macmillan  Cancer Relief  (2012)  
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Above: Games Club (2011) 
Right: Faith and Light  (2015) 
Below left: Young people (2011) 
Below  right: Music group (2011) 

 

 Left: Father Robin Ellis and UCM members (2014) 
 Above: CAFOD lunches 2012 
 Below left : Knit ’n’ Natter  (2011) 
 Below: Book  group (2015) 
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Times Remembered 

Holy Ghost parish is blessed with a number of parishioners of long lives and long 
memories. Whilst many have moved here in recent years, (Exmouth proving something 
of a draw for retired people), others have been here rather longer.  Below are just a few 
of their reminiscences, compiled from emails, letters and interviews. 

Tony and Margaret Wall were long-standing members 
of the parish. In May 1954, Tony was based at Lympstone, 
where Father O’Malley was chaplain. Having  a few spare 
hours and not knowing anyone  I  started to do odd jobs for the 
church.89 Tony was fixing the garage roof  (in those days, 
parishioners were able to volunteer for all sorts of odd jobs 
that today’s Health and Safety rulings make impossible) 
when Margaret, who was working in the presbytery, came 
out to investigate what he was doing.  He said to himself: 
I’m going to marry that girl 90 and he did, on 27 December 
1954. Tony died in August 2014, and Margaret 5 months 
later in January 2015. 

Shelia Bennett (80) came to Exmouth in 1960 as Eric’s young bride, and remembers 
how hard it was moving to Devon, so far from family and friends in Yorkshire, especially 
as she was very shy.  When Sheila had her first child and joined the UCM she also found 
friendships that have lasted for decades. Aware of how lonely a newcomer can feel,  
Sheila says: I always make an effort to speak to new people, because I remember how hard it was when 
I first came.91  Sheila and Eric celebrated their Diamond Wedding on 12 February 2015.  

Noel Fogarty  came to the parish in the mid 70s. He remembers he was: not a bit shy, 
and was soon integrated into parish life. He was a ‘St Anne’s man’  and was well known 
for canvassing after Mass in Brixington, enthusiastically inviting parishioners to come to 
the CAFOD lunches, which he still regularly attends. 

Joyce Ingham (88) has lived in Exmouth all her life. She became a Catholic because, 
at 17, she fell in love with a young Catholic Marine called Lawrence. She explains: Well, in 
those days it was just expected. Mixed marriages were very much less common. The couple married in 
November 1944, earlier than planned because Lawrence was being sent to Singapore. 
She remembers: at one point they said we would have to be married in the Sacristy [because Joyce 
was not yet a baptised Catholic] but in the end we were married at the Lady Chapel altar.  Joyce 
was baptised in 1945, aged 19.  

Emily Elcock (88) was not born in the Holy Ghost parish, but came here in 1950 as 
the 3-month bride of a young Marine. There are now four generations of Elcocks in this 
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The ‘younger’ generation – Confirmation 1961.   Many ‘youngsters’  are still in the parish today.  
 
 Back row: Anna Rogers, Sandra Robinson, Margarite Watson, Hilary Wood, Anna Chrostowski, Janet Jackson, William Bailey, 
Father Flemming, Peter Lipp, James McNinch, Timothy Maher, Paul Robinson, Michael Bond, Christopher Bryant, Christopher 
Stone, John Ward.  Second row: (?), Bishop Restieaux, Canon O’Malley, Edward Malinoski, Peter Ingham, Stephen Rogers, 
Michael Hillman, Michael Goss, Philip Elcock, Paul Lasok.   Third row: Ann McNinch(?), Janet Phillips, Eileen Elcock, 
Jacqueline Doak, Nicola Maher, Caroline Stone, Virginia Lipp [part hidden] , Mary Bailey, Patricia Goczkowski, Rosemary 
Goczkowski, Susan Maher, James Doonan.Front row: Josephine Carroll, Siobhan Carroll (sitting), Angela Haynes, Bridget 

Doonan, Maria Dart  [names provided by former Confirmation candidate] 

parish, and Emily is one of the longest serving members of the Union of Catholic 
Mothers (UCM), having been a member for over 60 years.  

 
Sister Frances of the Holy Family Sisters remembers when they ceased to wear long 
black habits, and the initial reaction:  It was Whit Sunday and Canon O’Malley was preaching. 
He said ‘There are big changes here today’ referring to the Sisters in their new calf-length grey 
habits, and veils without wimples. One of the congregation was heard to remark:  Where 
have our nuns gone? And who are’em nurses?  (However, Sister Agatha preferred to retain the 
long black habit, and was regarded by some as the only ‘real’ nun left in Exmouth.) 

Noreen Goss (89)  came from Wales to visit a friend when she was 23, but three 
weeks later she met her husband here, and has lived in Exmouth ever since. She has been 
a member of the UCM for over 60 years, and remembers the Children of Mary, in white 
gowns and veils and a blue cape, May processions to honour Mary, and Corpus Christi 
processions carrying flower baskets. On Holidays of Obligation (when Catholic schools 
used to close to allow attendance at Mass) the UCM would arrange festivities for the 
children, including an annual visit to the zoo. Noreen’s husband, Lionel, who was not a 
Catholic, was received into the Church a month before he died after a long illness.  
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Parish Hall 1950s -  parishioners in production  of ‘Uncle’s Little Helper’.  Left to right:  
Back row: May Brigges (teacher), Peggy Jago,  (?), Sheila Fitzpatrick. Middle row: Mrs Harwood, 
Molly Harding, Miss Griffin, Barbara Blake. Front row: Teresa Blake, Maureen Preston 

Another convert was Alan Pemberton (91), who came to Exmouth in 1941, aged 17. 
He remembers his first contact with Canon O’Malley and the Holy Ghost Church Hall 
during World War II. Alan and his friends used to roam the town in search of 
entertainment. He recalls:  

One Sunday evening when there was nothing on, one of my friends suggested that we went up to ‘Hell’s 
Kitchen’. This turned out to be the Holy Ghost Church Hall in Raddenstile Lane, which was open to 
young men on Sunday nights – admission fee 6d.  The priest in charge was Canon O’Malley, who 
would often stand watching us benignly, puffing at his pipe, which now and then would erupt, cascading 
red-hot embers that burnt small holes in his jacket.  
I had noticed that there was a piano on the stage at the end of the hall, so I took the opportunity to ask 
Canon O’Malley if my pianist friend could play the piano and me, my saxophone. ‘Certainly,’  he 
replied. It was the first time I played in public. [Alan  turned professional in 1946.] 
Canon O’Malley never ever mentioned religion but nevertheless managed to completely dispel any anti-
Catholic sentiments I might have had. I eventually became a Catholic in 1963 and when going on 
holiday to Exmouth, I went to Mass on Sunday at the Holy Ghost Church. Canon O’Malley was still 
in charge and when he came to give me Communion I heard him gasp as he recognised me, taking some 
time to deliver the Blessed Sacrament as I waited impatiently.  
After Mass I went to see Canon O’Malley. He was absolutely delighted to know that I had become a 
Catholic… to quite an extent due to him, of course. ‘Well, well, well, well!’ he cried out in delight. It 
was the last time I saw him.  
 
At one time, the Parish Hall stage was in great demand for perfomances:  
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Alan Parker is another musical story. He came to Exmouth in 1942 at the age of 
seven, and although he only lived here for ten years, it was in this parish that his love of 
music began. He served first as an altar boy, and then at age 14, with the encouragement 
of Father O’Malley, he began to play the Holy Ghost organ (the same one acquired in 
dramatic circumstances in the 30s). This sparked off his interest in music, especially 
church music, and he would play anywhere and everywhere, mostly in churches but in 
schools and dance halls also. He continued to play until a few years ago, when his health 
no longer permitted it. Alan has always thought of Exmouth as his home. 

Canon O’Malley is remembered by Anna Morrineau (79) for his famous tobacco. 
Anna spent much of her childhood and youth in Exmouth, and recalls her father, Ernest 
Rouse, and Canon O’Malley (who served the Holy ghost for 45 years) enjoying smoking 
hand-rolled cigars together, using tobacco which was reportedly harvested from the 
tobacco plants growing in the Presbytery conservatory.  

Violet Brown (neé Teague) remembers Canon O’Malley with great fondness, as a 
sociable and much loved priest, but she also recalls helping harvest tobacco leaves and 
how it left her fingers all black.  

Teresa Gibbs (77) (neé Blake) also remembers an incident involving tobacco:  It was 
after Mass, and Father called a a group of us teenagers over  and said ‘I want you to come with me and 
help with a little job.’  Well, he drove us up to Courtlands Cross,  and we went up a farm track, and 
there were these big greenhouses, full of all these plants with curled up leaves, and he got us teenagers to 
pick his tobacco. (Perhaps the conservatory had proved too small?)  Teresa also recalls 
how, when she was a junior pupil at the Holy Family school, she escaped one lunchtime 
over the fence at the back of the playing fields, and went scrumping for windfalls, 
stuffing as many apples as she could down her gymslip, (a roomy garment with a cord 
belt called a girdle). Before she could find a better hiding place, school began. Lessons 
started with a prayer, and as the girls intoned ‘Give us this day our daily bread’ Teresa’s 
girdle could no longer contain her hoard, and the apples went tumbling across the 
school room floor. That day she learned the importance of ‘Thou shalt not steal’. 

 Ursula Radcliffe, from Budleigh Salterton, whose husband served as an altar boy, and 
whose parents-in-law were married in Holy Ghost Church in 1942, remembers her 
husband describing his experience of Mass. In those days the emphasis was on keeping 
children silent and still.  He remembers being told: Sit on your hands and don’t fidget – a hard 
thing to do when most of the Mass was in incomprehensible Latin.   

Irene Walker remembers Father Larry waving the church bulletin and humorously 
appealing for someone to produce it. Irene recalls he threatened If no one can do (it only 
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Mille (West) + Leo Bowen  
June 1945                   

 
 

Ena (Skinner) +  Thomas Teague               
August 1931 

Joyce and Jan (Mischa) 
Chrostowski, January 1951 
 ?1950>>>                   

Early 1960s - 
Parishioners 
enjoying a  Social 
Evening – hot dogs 
just visible at far 
end of table.  

Photo courtesy of 
Teresa Gibbs 
  

                  

takes two fingers and a computer) you’ll have to wait while I stand up and read it.  Irene volunteered 
to help, and found herself producing the church bulletin for five years. 

1960s                                           

 Across the decades 
1930s                                         1940s                                         1950s 
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St Joseph’s school  children performing ‘Scripture Fulfilled’  in Holy Ghost Church – 6 June 2014 

Two parishioners were inspired by the centenary celebration to put their thoughts into 
poetic form, celebrating the longevity of the Church and the new fervour for 
inclusiveness, particularly fitting in view of Pope Francis’ emphasis on evangelisation.  

100 years of the Holy Ghost Church, Exmouth 

This year let’s celebrate and drink a toast 

To the life of the church of the Holy Ghost. 

 

One hundred years have come and gone 

And the church has remained so young and so strong. 

 

Folk have arrived and then gone away 

Yet the Holy Ghost church is here to stay. 

 

During the year we’ll think of the past, 

Of those who built a church that would last. 

 

But it’s good to use this special year 

To invite other people to see us here. 

 

We can show them our church and what’s inside 

And share with them all, our joy and our pride. 

 

This year we’ll celebrate and drink a toast 

To the life of the church of the Holy Ghost. 

 

Patsy Walker, 2014 
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Whitsun children’s workshop 2014:  
 the  doves made by the children hung in the 
Lady Chapel aisle during  the Centenary Year.  

EXMOUTH CHURCH: ONE HUNDRED YEARS 

Here Exmouth kneels to mark one hundred years, 
within walls that have looked down on  
happiness and grief, 
while in the pews and down the aisles 
followers of an old faith have trod, 
as priests have celebrated Mass,  
and children have grown up with God.  

The first Mass in Exmouth after the Reformation 
was celebrated where we are told a pub now stands, 
and perhaps it should be so, 
for is it not with a drink 
that we mark an important day,  
and, who knows, for some 
a glass in hand may be their only way to pray. 
 
The early history of this church 
knew a time when Catholics 
were pushed out of life in their native land, 
when they were viewed as alien 
in the country which was their home,  
harsh laws were designed against them, 
because of their allegiance to the Pope in Rome.  

But now a time has come when  
tolerance lets a Christian shake  
another Christian’s hand, 
when division has melted into friendship, 
 and words of warmth reach every ear, 
 so our old church has now this greeting at its door 
after a hundred years all are welcome here. 

  
Frank Dunne, 2015 
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Part 6. The Centenary Year 
 

A Year of Events 

The centenary of the consecration of Holy Ghost Church on 6 May 1915 was the 
inspiration for a year-long series of festivities under the theme of Community and Spirit.  
It was a time to celebrate all aspects of church life – both prayer life and the strong sense 
of community that binds together the people of the parish of the Holy Ghost. 

 The  Centenary Planning Group worked for months to devise a programme which 
would commemorate the last hundred years, and look forward to the next hundred. It 
reflected both the spiritual and the community aspects of our faith, and involved all 
members of the parish from the youngest baby to the most senior citizen. It was also a 
chance to reach out beyond the congregation to those family and friends who are less 
regular Mass attendees, and to members of the wider Exmouth community.  The official 
year of celebration began in June 2014, and continued for twelve months, climaxing with 
a solemn Mass on 6 May 2015, celebrating the one hundredth anniversary of the 
consecration of Holy Ghost Church.     

 

Centenary Calendar 2014 

MAY   

Let there be light  

The first notable event was the installation of the specially commissioned stained glass 
window depicting the Holy Spirit.  Artist Stuart Low spent three days  painstakingly 
removing the plain glass panes from above the main entrance, (used later to create 
commemorative lightcatchers) and replacing them with the glorious window he had 
designed. The white glass at the top of the central lancet represents the heart of God’s 
love, from which the Holy Spirit radiates in gold, bronze, yellow and orange, 
transitioning to red until it touches the blue waters of creation, as recorded in Genesis 1: 
the Spirit of God hovered over the waters.  The window was installed just in time for the first 
centenary celebration. During the centenary year it was illuminated from within, so it 
might shine out over Exmouth.   
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Above: The Centenary Window, installed May 2014 

The Centenary Window was dedicated at the Vigil Mass of Pentecost, Saturday June 7th. 
2014.  In his homily Father Philip said:  

As a lasting remembrance of this Centenary Year, by the generosity of so many of the parishioners and 
the inspirational skill of the artist, we have enriched this ‘house of prayer’ we have inherited from our 
predecessors [with] a powerful, vibrant and living reminder that the Holy Spirit is never static, never 
predictable and is eternally creative.  ‘With the eyes of faith,’ says Pope Francis, ‘we can see the light 
which the Holy Spirit always radiates in the midst of darkness.’ 
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Right: Father Philip 
with some of the 2014 
communicants 

JUNE  

Pentecost  

On Friday 6 June 2014, the centenary celebrations began with an evening concert by the 
children of St Joseph’s school, performing songs and readings  from the  musical 
Scripture Fulfilled, a reflection on the Easter story written especially to celebrate the 
formation of CAST (the Catholic and Anglican  Schools Trust). The children performed 
in Holy Ghost Church to a delighted congregation.  

Many of them took part the next day in a Whitsun workshop, producing a myriad of lacy 
white doves, which were then hung in the aisles of the church. At the 11.00 am Mass on 
Pentecost Sunday, 8 June, the children performed a dramatic representation of the 
descent of the Holy Spirit as they rushed down the aisle, with tongues of ‘flame’ 
streaming out behind them in the mighty wind of their passing.  

Following Mass, there was some serious celebration in the form of a Hog Roast parish 
party. The church, the garden and the presbytery were hung with rather unusual bunting 
in the Papal colours -   woollen yellow and white  wool triangles, the work of the ‘Knit 
‘n’ Natter’ group. The triangles were later assembled into squares and used to create 
children’s blankets .  It was a joyful occasion, blessed with good weather; there was some 
energetic dancing by many of the more senior parishioners, and fun and games for all. 
Two amazing cakes were also made by Tracey Cheyne, one in the form of the Holy 
Ghost Church.   

 
First Communion 

Just one week later, 
on 14 June 2014,  
twenty six children, 
(11 girls and 15 boys) 
made their First Holy 
Communion. 
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JULY 

Baptism Picnic Party  

The next celebration commemorated the sacrament of Baptism. On Sunday 6 July the 
threat of rain and cooler weather did not prevent nearly one hundred children (nearly all  
baptised by Father Philip) and their families from enjoying the Baptism Picnic Party in 
the grounds of St Joseph’s Primary School. Balloons and bunting decorated the playing 
fields, with games and entertainment to suit all ages, and additional attractions such as a 
fire engine, Morris dancers, and giant tortoises. Honoured guests included their 
Worships the Mayors of Exmouth (Councillor Bill Nash) and Budleigh Salterton 
(Councillor Caz Sismore-Hunt) and  Sisters from the Holy Family Convent.  Special 
guest Mrs Joyce Ingham was present as the oldest parishioner to have been baptised in 
the Holy Ghost Church, when she became a Catholic at the age of 19 years.  At the end 
of the afternoon she was presented with a bouquet by the most recently baptised child 
present, 6 month old baby Martina. 

Parish Pilgrimage  

 In July, thirty six parishioners set out on a week’s pilgrimage to Assisi. There had been 
earlier pilgrimages to Rome, but this was the first to the town of St Francis. The Pilgrims 
stayed in the Casa Madonna Della Pace Convent and visited sites of particular 
significance to St Francis.  A parishioner writes:  

 As morning broke over Exmouth on Tuesday 8 July our group of pilgrims set out on the road to 
Assisi. A mixed group we were, parishioners for the most part, but others too – friends, relatives, 
neighbours, young and old – known to each other after a fashion, but with work to do to get to know 

each other better, the kind of knowing that 
comes from living in close proximity, from 
sharing fellowship, from praying, eating, 
talking, listening, laughing, sympathising, 
encouraging, supporting and generally 
looking out for each other. Our disparate 
group, tentative at first, grew rapidly into a 
loving and caring community bound together 
by a common desire to be nourished and  
refreshed at the very well-springs of 
Franciscan spirituality in Assisi and the 
other places associated with the life and 

mission of St Francis and Santa Chiara [St Clare]. We returned as dusk fell on the evening of Monday 
14 July no longer a disparate group but friends, changed by what we had seen and heard and felt.92 
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Baptism Picnic Party 6 July 
2014 
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Cen-tea-nary Cream Tea 

Two Mayors, a hundred pensioners and thousands of sweet peas were involved in the 
next event, a Cream Tea and Organ Recital on 19 July.  The guests were not only 
parishioners, but came from across Exmouth, as Father Philip invited   anyone with an 
interest in the Holy Ghost to come along to share in the joy and fun of being 100 years young!    A 
delightful afternoon was enjoyed by all in the church, gardens and parish hall, all 
beautifully decorated with thousands of sweet peas (donated by Greenfingers Garden 
Centre and grown by parishioners, young & old, especially for the centenary events). 

 A host of parishioners welcomed the visitors, gave tours, waited on tables and explained 
the history of the church. A display of photos and archive material documented some of 
the memorable moments of the last century. A wonderful organ recital by Michael Farley 
gave everyone the opportunity to listen to the recently refurbished church organ and a 
quiz on the Royal Family certainly brought out the competitive spirit of the visitors! The 
pensioners were joined by the Mayor of Exmouth, Bill Nash, and the Mayor of Budleigh 
Salterton, Caz Sismore-Hunt. 

SEPTEMBER  

A fruitful harvest  

 On Friday 26 September, almost one hundred scarecrows, preceded by town crier 
Roger Bourgein and accompanied by the Mayor of Budleigh Salterton, Councillor Caz 
Sismore Hunt, paraded from St Joseph’s school to the garden of the Holy Ghost, where 
they  were met by Father Philip and the Deputy Mayor of Exmouth. The children (from 
Years 3-6 ) took part in a short ceremony of thanksgiving. Then the Harvest gifts they 
had brought were displayed in St 
Anne’s Cloister, whilst the the 
scarecrows (of very varied shapes, 
sizes and characters!) were artfully 
arranged in the garden.  At Mass on 
Sunday, the new Reception class and 
their parents were welcomed, and 
afterwards nearly 200 parishioners 
attended the Harvest Fayre and lunch, 
admiring the scarecrows and enjoying 
the variety of stalls and good things to 
eat and drink.  
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Cream Tea and Organ Recital -  19 July 
2014 
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OCTOBER  

Food for Thought  

Food, both material and spiritual, was the theme of the next centenary event. Inspired by 
Pope Francis’ Evangelii gaudium – The Joy of the Gospel, four guest speakers shared their 
ideas, and gave Exmouth parishioners food for thought.  Attendance at the talks was 
free, but guests were invited to bring contributions to the Exmouth Food Bank, for later 
distribution to those in need.  

The four sessions provided interesting, entertaining and challenging presentations.  On 
15 September, Reverend Canon Provost Keith Mitchell gave a very accessible talk on the 
need to make our Church more welcoming and inclusive, not just in theory, but as a 
reality in our everyday parish life. On 6 October Sister Irena, Provincial of the Holy 
Family Sisters, spoke about ‘wrestling with God’ -  the particular challenges and 
paradoxes of leading life as a Religious Sister in the 21st century.  On 20 October, 
Emeritus Bishop Christopher Budd explained how Welcome, Word, Worship, Welfare 
and Witness were closely intertwined in our everyday life: being a Catholic is to bear 
witness to the word in all our actions, thoughts and words. On 18 November Bishop 
Richard Moth, Bishop to the Forces, emphasised the need to listen to, not simply hear, 
the Word, and dealt with challenging questions such as how fighting for one’s country 
can be reconciled with the Christian principles of love and forgiveness.   

Fish on Friday 

On Friday 24 October fifty Parishioners gathered to enjoy a talk by  meteorological 
expert, Mr. Neville Simmons, (husband of parishioner Bernadette).  The title of Neville’s  
talk, Fish on Friday – not Michael, was a humorous reference to television weather 
forecaster Michael Fish.  Neville, who is from  the Met Office in Exeter and has been 
forecasting for 47 years, gave an entertaining talk, covering  the early days of  weather 
forecasting as an emerging science up to today’s sophisticated systems.   The evening 
also included a weather quiz,  a sing-a-long (all weather-related songs) and a three course 
supper – of fish, naturally! 

NOVEMBER  
The Centenary Sunday Lunch took place on 23 November to mark the start of Advent, 
and was a huge success. Parishioners said: It was lovely to be able to share a meal together after 
Mass. The team served an incredible 84 meals to the widest cross section of parishioners 
ranging from 4 – 94 years!  
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DECEMBER 

Buckfast Retreat - Sharing the Joy of the Gospel 

On a bright December morning 20 parishioners arrived at Grangehurst for an overnight 
retreat led by Fr. Philip. Gathered round a beautiful focal point representing the themes 
of the retreat, they were challenged to share the good news in practice – a harder task 
than simply looking at the content of Evangelii Gaudium. On Tuesday morning the 
group were joined by another 20 parishioners for a presentation and a talk by Ronald 
Rolheiser on ‘Bringing God’s consolation to a weary world’. After a lively lunch 
together, Father Philip talked about the Parable of the Sower, about the importance of 
‘spreading the seed and not hoarding it’. He emphasised this was the focus of the newly 
formed  Dominic Groups which would start meeting in 2015.  

 

Nativity 

In recent years, the name of Holy Ghost Church has become synonymous with creative 
family worship during Advent and the Christmas season, and this Anniversary year saw 
another innovation. Inspired by a visit, (during the pilgrimage to Assisi) to the 
permanent nativities at Greccio in Italy, members of the parish were invited to spend 
Advent creating their own crib scene to be displayed in church over Christmas week. 
The only guidelines given were that the crib should be no bigger than a shoe box. The 
resulting creations were a delight to behold: twenty cribs of all shapes, sizes and 
inspiration graced the church from 20 December until Epiphany.   

The annual Christmas Eve crib service for children was facilitated by Children’s 
Liturgists Amanda Turner and Emma Richardson. The children were all encouraged to 
dress as their own favourite Nativity 
character resulting in a congregation 
containing stars, soldiers, Marys, 
Josephs and, as always, a host of 
Angels!  As Amanda and Emma told 
the story, the children were invited up 
to share what they knew and to act 
out each part. Throughout the 45 
minute service the congregation 
danced, sang, prayed and 
contemplated the real meaning of 
Christmas, keeping the Spirit very much alive in the Holy Ghost’s centenary year.  
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September: Harvest Festival 

 October: 
Right: Bishop 
Christopher Budd 
delivers ‘Food for 
Thought’ 
 
Far Right: 
Meteorological 
expert Neville 
Simmons 

November: 
Centenary Sunday 
Lunch (below) 

 

 

 Autumn/Winter 2014 
 

Top  

 

 

December:  
Below: Parish Retreat, Buckfast Abbey 

Above: Creative Cribs 
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Centenary Calendar 2015 

JANUARY  

Churches Together 

From 18-23 January, in the week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity, five Exmouth churches (Baptist Church - Victoria 
Road, Methodist Church - Tower Street, Holy Trinity 
Church of England - Rolle Street, Glenorchy Reformed 
Church - Exeter Road, and our own Holy Ghost Church) 
took  turns to host a prayer service, followed by a fellowship 
lunch. There were some interesting exchanges about the 
universal challenges for contemporary Christians, and creative worship. The week 
culminated in an evening service on Sunday 25 January, when the Holy Ghost church 
was almost filled to capacity with members from different  churches leading aspects of 
worship. Father Philip commented that such a service would have been unthinkable one 
hundred years ago, when Christian denominations viewed each other with some 
hostility, and Catholics with great suspicion. Today it was possible to see that the 
similarities in belief far outweighed the differences.   

Dominic Groups 

Early in January 2015, the first Dominic groups began to meet. St Dominic was a 
thirteenth century saint who understood the strategic need to create effective 
communities that would bring new life and revive the spiritual wellbeing of fellow 
Christians.  Over five weeks in January and February 10 groups, each of about five 
parishioners, met regularly to share their faith, get to know each other better, and 
consider the question of personal spirituality and our place in the wider community.  
Through the local Dominic Groups it is hoped to sow (or at least tend) the seed and see 
it grow fruitfully in a sustainable form.   

Wild West Bingo and Parish Big Breakfast 

The new year got off to a lively start, with  two social events. On the 17th the Wild West 
Bingo Night was a great success. A collection of dubious-looking characters, sporting a 
predictable range of headwear, enjoyed chilli, tortillas and a wagon wheel supper in the 
Parish Hall.  The more competitive held their breath waiting for their number to be 
called so that they could choose from a table laden with prizes. 

The following weekend over 90 breakfast guests sat down to a Sunday Brunch.  The Hall 
was transformed into a cheerful cafe and guests feasted royally on three courses. 
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In the best Sunday tradition there were also ‘newspapers’  - a special parish edition with 
articles and news of recent and coming events, and even a breakfast-themed crossword. 
For those who wanted an intellectual challenge, there was also a cryptic crossword, and 
the ‘coco pops raffle’ (half the cash, not calories) raised £20.  John and Jean Dawson, 
who had just celebrated their Diamond Wedding were presented with a Papal Blessing 
by Father Philip.  

  
FEBRUARY      

Sow the Seed 

The Parish retreat at Buckfast continued the theme of the Sower. There were three 
residential days, with many parishioners attending the Day Retreat. Having prepared the 
ground, the time was ripe to begin sowing the seed.  Inspired by Bishop Mark’s 
exhortation to ‘cast our nets anew’ , and the recent experience of the Dominic groups, 
parishioners began to consider how they can turn the call for evangelisation into a 
practical reality, serving those most in need, and helping more to encounter the love of 
Christ.  

 

A Taste of Parish Life 

On 7 February, to celebrate the diversity of our Parish, an international supper evening 

was held, sharing food, entertainment and conversation to help us to grow as a Catholic 

community. As one parishioner reports: On the menu were: Moussaka, Irish stew from a 

cauldron, fried rice, noodles, chicken Korma, Polish sausage, various lovely foods from the Philippines, 

with Polish twists and a Welsh cake to finish. There were also pastas, salmon delicacies, roast beef and  

Wild West Bingo Campfire All ages enjoy a Big Breakfast 
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A Taste of Parish Life 

 

Parishioners of 
Holy Ghost Church  
enjoying an 
internationally-
themed evening 
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Yorkshire puddings, cheeses, salads, pretty cakes and sweetmeats – almost too much to take in fully. It 

was a riot of colour and something for everyone’s taste, from so many parts of our world. 

Entertainment included songs in German, Polish, Australian(!) and Malayalam (a 

language from Kerala in India), as well as British favourites. And for those who could 

move after feasting there was Greek dancing and general jollity. Quotes from 

parishioners included: Food fantastic, company brilliant, entertainment excellent and When can we 

do it again? 

MARCH 

Food for thought  

On 2nd and 9th March over 40 parishioners attended talks on Becoming Missionary 
Parishes given by the Diocesan Department for Formation. 

The first evening was an energetic presentation by David Wells, Director of Religious 
Education, starting with the question: ‘How shall we fill our church with new blood?’ 
Evangelisation should not be something for just a few people with special gifts for 
standing on soapboxes, but ought to be an attitude we should all have. Rather than focus 
on finances and buildings ( that is the ‘furniture’)   we should not forget the Author. The 
evening ended with groups talking about possible action to be taken in the light of the 
evening’s presentation and the feedback from the Dominic groups.   

The second talk was led by John Mannix, Chief Executive of CAST (Catholic and 
Anglican School Trust), and focused on evangelisation at a personal level, such as the 
need to demonstrate the love of God in any personal witness. People need to have some 
idea of who we are and how we relate before they will be able to start engaging in 
dialogue. Talking about things we care about may lead to deeper conversations: God is 
at the heart of all that happens, but we must be ready to admit that we do not have all 
the answers. For some people it is a ‘Damascus Road’ event, but for many more there is 
no special experience, rather a gradual process of getting to know the Lord. 

 

St Patrick’s Day Party 

17 March was another of the traditional parish party evenings – this time with an Irish 
theme, naturally. Parishioners contributed food and drink, which they shared with a 
warm Irish hospitality.  Music, singing, poetry and good Irish craic provided much of the 
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evening’s entertainment, whilst dancing was enjoyed vicariously through video clips of  
Irish dancing arranged by Derek Richards.   

 
 Flame Youth  Rally   

There were no confirmations in the centenary year, but the Holy Spirit was very  much 
present. On 7 March 2015,  16 young people from Holy Ghost joined 8,000 youth 
at Wembley Arena for Flame 2, one of the largest-ever Catholic youth events to be held 
in this country. Organised by the Catholic Youth Ministry Federation,  BBC presenters 
Alfie Joey and Gilly Hope introduced the stellar line-up of speakers and performers: 
Cardinal Luis Tagle, Cardinal Vincent Nichols, Fr Timothy Radcliffe, Baroness 
Hollins, David Wells and Matt Redman.  

The group left Exmouth at 6.00 am and didn’t get home until midnight but in the 
teenagers’ own words:  
‘It was awesome’ ‘I loved it’ ‘ 
Brilliant’! ‘When can we go again?’ 
 ‘Cardinal Tagle was amazing’ 
‘Wasn't sure about the colour of the tee 
shirts but they really worked!’ 
 
‘I thought it was absolutely great and 
uplifting! It was great to see so many 
young people and also experience 
inspirational talks from speakers like 
David Wells and Cardinal Tagle from 
the Philippines!   
I can’t wait for Flame 3!’ 

Easter Tide 

A Lenten parish retreat took place in Buckfast Abbey, with some parishioners attending 
for 3 days, and others for a day’s reflection.   Bishop Mark’s exhortation to find ways to 
bear witness to the word was a challenge given serious consideration. How the seed  
sown in the Dominic groups could be nurtured was the focus of the retreat. It was a 
wonderful, and profitable, few days – full of fun, laughter, joy, prayer, love and deep sharing of faith. 93 

The traditional Palm Sunday procession from the Convent grounds to the church again 
took place with a very well-behaved donkey leading the way as parishioners followed 
waving olive branches. The Way of the Cross for children on Good Friday was attended 
by dozens of families, as children took turns to carry the cross in the Stations of the 

http://cymfed.org.uk/
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Cross.  On Easter Sunday, the children decorated the the plain cross with flowers in 
celebration of the Risen Christ and placed it at the altar. 

At  Easter  the Narthex was full of unusual Easter eggs, created to support  the ‘Egg-a-
Week’ project run by the Columban Missionary Sisters in Myanmar. The only criterion 
was that the small polystyrene eggs be accompanied by a donation. Many amazing eggs 
were the result, with money incorporated in a range of creative ways:  a treasure chest 
with minutely folded banknotes, peacocks with a fan tail of £5 notes, an Easter bonnet 
stuck with coins, and a beautifully painted scene balanced on coin plinths.  The funds 
raised (£3,500) helped the Sisters to provide much needed nutrition for malnourished 
school children.  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lent and Eastertide   

  Below: Buckfast Abbey 

 

Buckfast Abbey,  

 



Community and Spirit 

 

80 

 

18 April 2015 – Photographs courtesy Paul Gittings 
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APRIL  

One Thousand Years of Married Life 

An unusual number of wedding dresses graced the aisles of Holy Ghost Church on  
Saturday 18 April, as couples who had been married here came by special invitation to 
attend a Mass celebrating the Sacrament of Marriage. The couple with the longest 
wedding history were Violet and Maurice Brown, who were married in Holy Ghost sixty 
years earlier, in 1955; Violet’s parents, Thomas and Ena Teague were themselves married 
in Holy Ghost on 6 August 1931(see page 60). During the Mass many other parishioners 
renewed their wedding vows, and received a Blessing; between them they  accounted for 
over 1000 years of married life. 

After Mass, despite the cool north-easterly winds, there were photos beside the 
resplendent Wedding car (loaned by Bill and Mary Nash) of the couples, their families, 
and the wider Church family. A cake and champagne reception followed in the Parish 
Hall, with a wedding cake decorated with the logo of the Centenary Year, made by 
Tracey Cheyne.   The event was memorable and joyful, and all parishioners enjoyed 
looking at the display in St Anne’s Cloister of wedding photos across the generations, in 
a beautiful display created by Jacqueline Doak and Rosemary Bowen.  

MAY 

Festival of Memories and Flowers 

Friday 1 May, the Feast of St Joseph the Worker, saw the fruits of  long labour, as a team 
led by Sheila Parker gloriously transformed the church. The arrangements reflected 
significant moments in our life of Faith: the Font, where we are received into the 
Church, was surrounded by colourful paper flowers made by children from St Joseph’s 
school; at the Reconciliation Room, where we are granted God’s mercy, the 
arrangements were in soft pink; the Ambo, where we hear the Word of God was graced 
with a heavenwards-reaching arrangement, and the Altar, where we receive the Blessed 
Sacrament, was covered in flame coloured flowers for the fire of the Holy Spirit. The 
Lady Chapel, adorned in white, became a Chapel of Remembrance. During the week, the 
Parish Bereavement Team were recommissioned, a service of Reflection was held, and 
there was a Requiem Mass for all those who had been bereaved.  

The church was open every day in the Centenary Week.  On May 7, as the Parish Hall 
was a polling station for the parliamentary elections, a record number of visitors were  
welcomed into Holy Ghost.  The admiration was universal.  
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18 April 2015 – Photographs courtesy Paul Gittings 
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One Hundred Years of Worship 

One hundred years ago on 6 May 1915, in a ceremony lasting nearly five hours, the Holy 
Ghost Church was solemnly consecrated. One century later, on 6 May 2015, this 
Consecration was joyfully commemorated with not one, but two Masses.  

Holy Ghost Church looked especially beautiful, with glorious floral arrangements 
gracing many parts of the church.  Banners to commemorate different groups past and 
present hung high on the walls of the altar, and the centenary banners, Community and 
Spirit, hung from the organ gallery beneath the magnificent centenary window, through 
which the light streamed. The Confirmation group banner of 2011, the children’s 
centenary banner and the many doves hanging in the aisles all affirmed the Holy  Spirit. 

In the morning, the 10.00 am Mass was attended by many parishioners and Years 3 to 6 
from St Joseph’s school. The children read, brought the offertory gifts to the altar and 
led the singing. Mass was concelebrated by Father Philip and Father Michael Sharkey, 
Naval Chaplain and regular visitor to this parish. To commemorate the Centenary each 
child was presented with a personalised book containing the Apostle’s Creed.  

In the evening, notable guests included the Mayor of Exmouth, Councillor Bill Nash, 
and the Mayor of Budleigh Salterton, Councillor Caz Sismore-Hunt; the Holy Family 
Sisters and their Provincial, Sister Irena; and the Lindsay-Clark family. (Philip Lindsey-
Clark created the Crucifix above the altar, and Michael Clark the statue of St Anne and 
the bust of Canon O’Malley in St Anne’s Cloister.) 

Mass began at 7.30 pm, with the Right Reverend Mark O’Toole, Bishop of Plymouth, 
entering in solemn procession, preceded by four young altar servers and fourteen clergy. 
Among those on the altar were three with an earlier connection to the parish: Deacon 
Terry Enright, and visiting priests Father Peter Coxe and Father John Smethurst, were 
all ordained in Holy Ghost Church.  

The Mass, with many sung parts in a mix of traditional and modern music, was beautiful 
to hear and at the consecration the blended voices of the assembled clergy were 
powerful and moving. Bishop Mark’s sermon emphasised that although this was a 
celebration of a 100 year old church, God has not finished building his Church.  The response 
to the Intercessions Take us Lord, renew us and use us summed up perfectly the spirit that 
has permeated this year of celebration.  

Following Mass there was a reception in the Parish Hall, with sparkling wine, an 
abundance of mouth-watering canapés and another splendid cake. Fireworks over the 
steeple were the celebratory finish to this most special day.  
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Above: St Joseph’s School pupils at the morning Centenary Mass. (Courtesy of Express and Echo) 

Above: Father Philip presenting a St Joseph’s pupil  
with a memento of the Centenary.  
 
Right: The banner made by the Children’s Liturgy 
Group to celebrate the start of the Centenary Year 
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Above: (left to right) Concelebrating Centenary Mass are: Deacon Terry Enright,  
Mgr George Hay, Canon John Deeny, Fr Robin Ellis, Fr Jonathan Stewart, Fr Gerard 
Wilberforce, Bishop Mark O’Toole, Fr John Smethurst, Fr Philip Austen, Fr Peter Coxe, 
Canon Paul Cummins, Fr Colin Furness, Mgr Harry Doyle, Canon George Carrick,  
Fr Pat Kilgarriff  

Rt Rev Mark O’Toole, Bishop of Plymouth    6 May 2015 Fireworks over the Holy Ghost steeple 
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Centenary Week -  the final days 

The last days of the centenary week allowed no chance to relax. The day after the 
Centenary Masses, it was the day of the Parliamentary Elections.  The Parish Hall being 
a polling station, Thursday 7 May saw a steady stream of voters entering Raddenstile 
Lane, many for the first time. Holy Ghost Church was open, with parishioners on hand 
to invite people in after they had cast their vote. Very many (over 150) welcomed the 
chance to step inside and admire the beautifully decorated church. All the comments 
were very complimentary, but it was also a great opportunity to talk to people who knew 
little about Holy Ghost and the Catholic Church in general. 

On Saturday 9 May, the First Communions took place, and on Sunday 10 May many of 
the children at the 11.00 Mass took the opportunity to wear their communion finery 
again. After the Children’s Liturgy the children assembled on the altar, and one of the 
centenary cakes was ceremonially cut. Father Philip talked to them of the continuity of 
this community, and the possibility that in twenty years time they might be bringing their 
own children to Holy Ghost.   

Following Mass, 150 parishioners stayed on for a wonderful Hog Roast lunch, with an 
extensive buffet of salads and desserts. £100 of raffle tickets were sold, raising £50 profit 
on the 50/50 raffle.  Unfortunately, the sun scarcely made an appearance, so for those 
unable to get seating in the Hall (priority was rightly given to more senior citizens) it was 
distinctly chilly, but the music provided by ten fiddles and three guitars cheered those in 
the food queue. The children were too interested in the face painting and games to 
notice the temperature, and it was a perfect party atmosphere to end a hectic week.   

For a church dedicated to the Holy Spirit, it was fitting that the Feast of Pentecost 
should begin and end the Centenary Year. Accordingly, on Saturday 23 May the 
Pentecost Vigil officially brought to a close a momentous year: a year of prayer, praise 
and parish – a year of Community and Spirit.  
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Parish Hog 
Roast  
 
10 May 2015 
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 Centenary Creativity  

Throughout the year a number of parishioners coloured, cut, pasted, painted, 
embroidered, knitted and stitched articles to commemorate this Centenary Year.  

 

 

 

Sister Margaret Trinham of the Holy Family Sisters created a beautiful 
card, depicting the Holy Spirit hovering above Exmouth, which was 
printed as postcards and gift cards for parishioners and visitors.  

The Children’s Liturgy group made a colourful banner with the 
emblem of the Holy Ghost created from cut-outs of their own 
handprints, and the Whitsun workshop participants made a myriad  
lacy doves from paper doilies, which hung in the church aisle from 
Pentecost 2014. The Craft club decorated jam jars with the key dates 
(1915-2015) to serve as holders for flowers and sweets. 

Lorraine Richards and her helpers cross-stitched 100 teddies, each 
with a Holy Ghost badge, for the children to buy as a memento of the 
year.  The Knit ‘n’ Natter club produced immense lengths of knitted 
bunting, in colours of yellow and white, which cheerfully adorned the 
Parish Hall for twelve months. The knitted triangles were eventually  
sewn into squares and used to make blankets for a children’s charity. 
A beautiful patchwork quilt was stitched by Bernadette Simmons, and 
raffled among parishioners. Over £600 was raised to help send a child 
to Lourdes. 

The Centenary Mass altar cloth was a piece of Holy Ghost history. A  
very old, damaged canopy used in Corpus Christi processions (see 

    pages 2 and 46) was painstakingly 
unpicked, recut and resewn by 
Lorraine Richards and Bernadette 
Simmons to create the altar cloth 
which was used for the Centenary 
Masses.  
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Reflections on the Centenary Year 

I remember, as a very recent newcomer to the Parish, (I had been here three weeks!) sitting down 
for a coffee with Father Philip and finding myself agreeing to produce a  ‘short booklet’ on the 
history of the Holy Ghost church. That was in October 2013.  As I delved into the fascinating 
collection of documents, letters and photos gathered together by Nicola Clapp and Lorraine 
Richards, and the audio record compiled by Terry Enright, a rather longer book began to emerge, 
and the more parishioners I met, the more interesting were the stories. Pulling everything together 
into a single document has been a challenge, but the many people I have come into contact with 
during the course of this year have enriched my life. Siobhan Canham 
 
As Parish Archivist over the last two years, I have gained a fantastic insight into the history of 
our beautiful church - learning about Holy Ghost's position in the community of Exmouth in 
1915 and the lives of some of the people who attended Mass and sat in the pews where we sit 
now! I particularly enjoyed researching into the first ever Mass which was said on 6th May 1915 
and finding the first sermon which was delivered on that night. Nicola Clapp 
 
Although the celebration of the centenary of the church was very personal to Holy Ghost 

parishioners, the installation of the new window, designed to be viewed from outside rather than 

from inside, demonstrated our wish to reach outwards into the community as part of the vibrant 

Christian presence in the town.  All events were publicised widely through the Christians Together 

in Exmouth network and hundreds of invitations to specific events went out directly from Fr 

Philip. Many of those who responded remarked on the warm welcome they received and the sense 

of fun generated – it is quite sobering to realise that ‘fun’ and a ‘warm welcome’ are not words 

many people associate with the Catholic Church and it is good to know that we made a difference. 

                                                                                                          Mimi Barton 

It was a pleasure and a privilege for the children of St. 
Joseph’s School to be asked to open the Centenary 
celebrations with their version of ‘Scripture Fulfilled’ and 
to be involved in so many of the events. The whole year 
has been a joy, bringing the whole community together in a 
true spirit of celebration. Cathie Doyle 
 
The Baptism Picnic Party was challenging enough as the 
opening event, without the added pressure of  ensuring that 

everyone who attended had fun and was fully entertained! Only one hour before, the heavens 
opened and drenched the playing field and party planners!!! As ever, with the usual enthusiasm 
from Holy Ghost folk, the families turned out, the sun broke through and the afternoon was 
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brilliant! From giant tortoises to Morris Men, obstacles course, picnic boxes, firemen and engine, 
facepainting, games, balloons and 100 children who had been baptised by Fr. Philip! 
Exhausting, exhilarating and a brilliant start to the year!!!  What a relief!!  Jacqueline Doak  
 
I liked the Baptism party as I was one of the 100 babies that Fr Philip baptised, and Haylin 
Palakal wore a sari.  Lillie Saunders 
 
The Pilgrimage to Assisi marked a super beginning to our Centenary Year. It was a wonderful 
experience both spiritually and socially. The young nuns were superb in their hospitality and we 
look forward to welcoming them to Exmouth in October.  Roger Lawrence 
 
The Centenary Window Appeal kick-started this fabulous year marvellously, and the response 

exceeded my wildest expectations. As Parish Gift Aid Administrator (and unofficial Appeal 

Donation Co-ordinator) I was greeted each week in the office with a bursting wallet of donations, 

from so many generous people, and whether small or large the majority were Gift Aided by so 

many parishioners and visitors! The hours I spent over those months - counting cash, recording 

cheques, registering Gift Aid Donors, visiting the Bank - faded away once the glorious 

window was installed when, just like childbirth, the pain was soon forgotten. Wendy Davis 

Personally it's been a proud Centenary year for my family of 4 

generations. It was a huge honour for my Nan, Emily Elcock, 

and son Benjamin to be chosen to present the Centenary candle. 

Having been baptised within the parish we were invited to, and 

enjoyed, the tea party at St Joseph's School. I now have the 

honour of watching Benjamin serve on the altar which has truly 

made this an incredibly memorable year for me and my family. 

Karen Garraway 

 

 
 

 
I think it’s been a great year – I particularly 
enjoyed the Centenary Cream Tea Party, and of 
course the Hog Roast! The ‘Food for Thought’ 
talks by visiting speakers were challenging, 
uplifting and enlightening. Thank you. Leslie Aston 
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The invitation and consequent involvement of the whole parish from a simple idea like giving out 

sweet pea seeds for people to grow and return with the flowers. The jam jars decorated with the 

relevant dates to hold the flowers – a project involving old and young, with the challenge to see who 

would return the first bunch!  A brilliant idea – perfect.  Bernadette Simmons 

I was so proud to help parade, 

along with  Exmouth's Town 

Crier and the Mayor, the one 

hundred Scarecrows made by the 

children of St. Joseph’s School, to 

the church gardens one autumn 

afternoon.  But the feeling of 

horror inside me when the Head 

teacher, Mrs Doyle, asked me to 

find a home for them all in the garden will not be forgotten!!!    Amanda Turner   

Thank you for the wonderful year we’ve had at 'Holy Ghost’ Church and warmest 

congratulations to all! Our Parish is so lucky to have such inspiration. 

                                                                                             Diana & Michael Norman 

It has been very exciting being part of what is an historical event at Holy Ghost Catholic Church, 
what an honour!  We have loved being part of the wonderful family!!  Thank You. 
                                                                                                 Richard and Lorri Gegg 

 
Fr. Philip’s untiring efforts to continually pull people together, working for the whole community 

and the endless love he has for the parish and the people in it. How many people would have 

focused a whole year on celebrating all aspects of the centenary - we are so lucky to have him.  

                                                                                                         Eileen Jenkins 

Celebration of Marriage – for me this was the highlight of our Centenary Celebrations so far. 
The thrill of looking at the beautifully displayed photos in St Anne’s Cloister of wedded 
parishioners going back over more than 50 years was a treat. We dressed appropriately and 

Tania our daughter was in her wedding dress along with John and 
their two sons.  Then the bubbly and wedding cake in the hall - a 
great family occasion for us and our Church.  Margaret’s parents, 
Margaret, her sister and brother and our daughter were all married at 
Holy Ghost – glorious memories! Ian Stewart 
 
Just a few numbers that will have made up our Centenary Year:- one 
renovated altar cloth; two banners, two Hog Roasts, 4 scrapbooks,  
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6 celebration cakes, 18 decorated jam jars for the hundreds of bunches of sweet peas, 50 bottles of 
sparkling wine, 100 Cream teas & approximately 132 pots of coffee! Holy Ghost Church 
knows how to throw parties, and that is what we have done this Centenary Year. It's been a 
pleasure to have been able to help with the catering - not quite feeding the 5,000 but quite a few 
hundred!  Lorraine Richards  
 
It has been inspirational to see so many parishioners coming together to contribute to the many 
celebrations around our Centenary theme throughout the year. Meanwhile the usual work of the 
parish quietly continued alongside all our celebrations. What a wonderful year - as we look 
forward to the next 100 years of Holy Ghost serving the community in thanksgiving to God. 
                                                                                                                Judy Ring 
 
A special week in the life of the Music 
Coordinator – it’s not every day that one has 
the privilege to coordinate the music for the 
centenary of a church. This special week has 
been a challenging but rewarding time, sorting 
out the music, arranging rehearsals for 
musicians and singers and preparing to play 
at two very important Masses on May 6th; 
firstly, the Centenary Mass in the morning 
with St Joseph’s and secondly, the evening 
Centenary Mass. Providing music for First Holy Communion, for the Hog Roast Celebration 
and for the marking of the end of the Centenary celebration at Pentecost, this time has been very 
busy and very exciting - it has certainly been a once in a 100 years’ experience!  Nicola Clapp  
 
 

BEWARE of being invited into the parish office and the offer of 
a welcome cup of coffee! Over a year ago this happened to me and 
before I was halfway through the welcome drink I found I had 
agreed to take responsibility for the flowers in the church 
throughout the centenary year! Panic set in as it dawned on me 
the task that I had taken on. At the end of this very special 
year, I realised what a privilege it has been to be involved, the 
friends made and the joy of arranging flowers in such a tranquil 
setting. The response to the Chapel of Remembrance (a flower to 
remember a loved one) has been overwhelming and a delight to 
think the idea has touched so many. Sheila Parker 
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‘Life grows by being given away, and it weakens in 
isolation and comfort. Indeed, those who enjoy life 
most are those who leave security on the shore 
and become excited by the mission of 
communicating life to others.’ (Pope Francis 
Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Guadium) 

In the planning of this special year we deliberately 
focused as a parish on ‘Evangelii Guadium’ and we 
have tried to ‘communicate life’ to our own 
parishioners and to the wider community. We have 
most definitely ‘become excited’ and have experienced 
the Joy of the Gospel. We have laughed together, 
prayed together, shared together and grown as a 
community. It has been a truly memorable year and a 
great privilege to have been involved. Jane Cheyne  

We are blessed in this parish with people from 
different parts of the country and the world who are all 
part of our Catholic Christian family. In this 
centenary year we celebrated this diversity with an evening of cultural sharing at which people 
brought food, music and good fellowship. ‘Thaiwam ellavaraum anugrahi kkatte’ (which in 
Malayalam means ‘God bless to all people.’)  Rev. Terry Enright 

Using St Dominic's message ‘share the seed don't hoard it’, our Dominic Groups provided 
parishioners with the opportunity to meet weekly in each other's homes for four weeks in the 
Spring of 2015 to explore, share and strengthen aspects of faith and what it means for each of 
us.  Each group used a similar format and materials provided by Fr. Philip as its starting point 
but was enabled to develop a trusting and affirming way of working together to meet the needs of 
its members, including making new friends and getting to know established friends even better.  
Overall, the experience was valued very highly by those taking part and as a result our Dominic 
Groups will continue to be part of the life of our parish community. Eric Howard 

Making all the centenary cakes was challenging, very rewarding and always a great relief once 
they were delivered safely! Tracey Cheyne 

From beginning to end it seems to me to have been a year of grace for our parish. We have 
witnessed a fresh outpouring of the Spirit in all the events  and activities of our planned 
programme, and the gifts which the Spirit brings – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
trustfulness, gentleness and self-control – have been much in evidence. May these gifts continue to 
shape and mould us as we commence the next century of parish life and may they become the 
enduring hallmarks of our community. Memories that will stay with me include the joy, laughter 
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and fun of Assisi; the quiet prayerfulness and trustful sharing of the parish retreat at Buckfast 
and the Dominic Groups; the welcome, warmth, affection and caring that parishioners 
demonstrate towards each other week after week as they gather to celebrate the Holy Eucharist; 
the genuine concern for the world’s poor demonstrated by the phenomenally generous response to 
our Lenten ‘Egg a Week’ project in Myanmar. Absolutely wonderful! ‘God is smiling in heaven 

to see you so good!’ (W.B.Yeats) What hope all this gives for the future. James Madden                               
                                                                                                         

As a member of the Centenary Planning Group I was asked what could the Holy Family Sisters 
do for the Centenary Year. Our Religious life is a presence within this parish, praying for all its 
needs. Our contribution was to open our doors and invite parishioners to come and pray on the 
first Friday of each month between 2.00 pm and 5.00 pm, before the Blessed Sacrament, in 
contemplative silence, ending with Evening Prayer and the Centenary Prayer and finishing up 
with tea and a chat. Sister Clare Hookway 

Two verses from the Gospels come to mind.  ‘A city set on a hill cannot be hid’ and ‘no-one lights 
a lamp and puts it under a bush’. For one 100 years Holy Ghost Church has stood on 
Exmouth hill, standing for the truth of the gospel.  For the centenary a spark has been struck 
that has illuminated both church and community in truly inspirational events.   
Alleluia!  Father Robin Ellis 
 

 

 

 

 



Community and Spirit 

 

96 

 

Postscript 
Every year seems to go faster than the last, is something we often hear people say as age creeps up 
on us. At one hundred years old, Holy Ghost Church could be forgiven for feeling that this 
year has gone very fast indeed. It has, without doubt, been an exceptional year: exceptional 
for the sheer number of events; exceptional for the significant number of people within the 
parish who have organised or participated in them; exceptional for the way it has led us to 
celebrate our past, and consider our future. I feel blessed to have been part of this very 
special year. 

A centenary allows us an unusual perspective, simultaneously looking backward and 
forward.  On the one hand we look back across the span of one hundred years, at the 
stability of a community that has worshipped here for a century. On the other hand we look 
forward, mindful of the lessons of history and the immense change and adaptation that the 
years have brought.  

In 1915, no one could have conceived of how the world would be altered. One hundred 
years ago many Catholics were regarded, and regarded others, with suspicion. Now we 
focus not so much on our differences as on our shared commitment to bear witness to 
God’s Word. Yet today’s advances in science force us to face ethical and moral dilemmas 
that our forefathers did not have.  The community of one hundred years ago that built Holy 
Ghost Church is very different to our own.  The world our children inhabit is vastly 
different again, and our children’s children’s world almost inconceivable. In 2015, we 
cannot begin to imagine what life will be like in 2115.   

The good news is that we do not need to think too far ahead.  We simply need to focus on 
the challenge of the Christian message in our changing society.  It was just so fortuitous that 
Pope Francis’ encyclical Evangelii Gaudium, which urged us to live the Joy of the Gospel, 
coincided with our centenary year. It reminds us that the Church is not about staying in our 
comfort zone, isolated from the world, but about helping all find meaning and hope in their 
lives, by reaching out to witness to the message of Jesus. 

In this Centenary Year we have begun, in a very small way, to do so.  Much has changed, 
and inevitably much will change in the future, but the central tenets of our Faith have not.  
Our great challenge is to be a community which will build up families capable of 
transmitting our faith to the coming generations, and to carry that faith beyond the confines 
of Holy Ghost Church.  

 
Father Philip Austen  
 
May 2015 
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‘..... and the Spirit of God hovered over the water’ (Genesis 1:1)     
 

Exmouth from Starcross.  Painting by Sr Margaret Trinham RHF 

 

Aerial view of Holy Ghost Church and Raddenstile Lane, Exmouth 94 
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