
       

Larder report : December 2020 - ending a difficult year! 

The Exmouth Community Larder has seen a huge increase in need from people in a 
"food emergency".  The graph has been re-arranged to show the start of the 
pandemic in April 2020 as the beginning.  April 2021 will show an even greater need 
as the financial hardships of job losses and the Covid Crisis continue to bite and 
savings run out.   

The support The Larder gave last 
year in red shows an increase over 
the previous average in blue, but 
nothing compared with the surge at 
the start of the crisis in black.  The 
numbers this April and May were 
enhanced by people needing help 
before their needs were met by 
commercial deliveries - not normal 
Larder users!  Many recipients of 
government hand-outs donated 
them to The Larder.  June onwards 
shows this settling down, but more 
than doubling from previous years 
and this rise is likely to continue. 
Christmas bags have been added to 
parcels for families, passing on the 
many festive treats that our donors 
have generously given. 

At Christmas we celebrate the Creator coming to share our humanity, announced to 
shepherds in the fields, the lowest of people.  I like the story of the boy who wanted 
to be a shepherd in a Nativity play being turned down because he was not scruffy  
enough!!  Jesus came to everyone, from the very lowest to the Three Kings.  As the 
"T" shirt of a foodbank helper says :   "One Creator, one Planet, one Family". 

Yuletide is the old midwinter festival, taken by Christians to celebrate Christmas.  
The Yule festival was a period of jollity and feasting to celebrate the turn of the year, 
with everything still frozen and bleak, but days starting to lengthen to bring the 
warmth of spring and visions of new shoots - a light at the end of the tunnel. 

Now we are in the depths of this pandemic.  There are ups and downs like changes 
in the weather, but the climate is still a frozen and bleak landscape with no leaves on 
the trees.  But we now have vaccines and warmer weather ahead which will ease 
pressures on the Health Service.  So this is a good year to celebrate Yuletide for 
Christians too, especially as we now hope to get on top of the situation before the 
other great Festival of Easter. 
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full sized graph is at:-  www.exmouthlarder.co.uk/news/updatestatstxt.htm 


