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THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT     YEAR B Psalter 3 
 
‘Come, Lord Jesus, make our distracted hearts watchful. Awaken 

within us the desire to pray and the need to love’    

Check out Pope Francis’ daily tweets on Twitter Pope Francis @Pontifex     

 

Advent gives us a time of preparation for our hearts and minds for the 
anniversary of the Lord’s birth on Christmas. This year I am 
encouraging everyone to up putting up an Advent wreath and light the 
relevant candles each week. In this way we can come together in spirit 
at 5.00 pm every Saturday and 10.00 am every Sunday morning when 
I will light the Advent candle/s in Holy Ghost Church’  
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love you above all things, and “I desire to receive you into 
my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart. I embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me 
to be separated from you.  Amen.” 
 

MASS TIMES THIS WEEK at Holy Ghost   

Maximum safe number 49 
Saturday 12 December 5.00 pm For the parish 

Sunday 13 December 
Gaudete Sunday 

10.00 am Ron & Em Elcock 

Wednesday 16 December 11.00 am Ted Grant RIP 

Friday 18 December 2.00 pm For those with eating disorders 

 
Please pray for our parishioners, family & friends, especially those who are sick, those undergoing 
medical procedures and in hospital and those feeling isolated in these challenging times                                                        

Let us pray for one another. Fr Philip 

 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) is available by making an appointment with me, via 
the Parish Office.  Current restrictions – Track & Trace, disinfection, etc. – do not allow us to have 
the church open for penitents to come and go as they have done in the past so we are unable to 
have an Advent Reconciliation Service.  

The Parish Office                   The Presbytery, 11 Raddenstile Lane, Exmouth EX8 2JH 

The Parish Priest Fr. Philip Austen 01395 263384   

The Parish Office Manager Jane Cheyne 01395 263384  fax 263594 

The Deacon Rev. Terry Enright 07977 446479 

The Sisters of the Holy Family  01395 272702 

St Joseph's School Mrs Nicky Taylor Bashford   01395 264875 

Chaplain to Exeter Hospitals Exeter 01392 272815 
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The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. Masses will continue to be streamed 
online. There are quick links on our website for you to access from the Cathedral and other churches 
in the Diocese.  
 
IS OUR CHURCH STILL OPEN? In these times of uncertainty, when we can take nothing for 
granted, please, please, refer to our website at least once a week, where changes will be posted. 
You will also find other spiritual and devotional material, which is updated every week.  
 
Access to the church will be for the 30 minutes only before each mass to satisfy our ‘track & trace’ 
management protocols - hand sanitizing and personal registration and face coverings will be 
required. Remember, if you feel ill and have flu-like or coronavirus symptoms, please do not come 
to church. Similarly, if you have been in contact with anyone who may have symptoms of coronavirus 
please stay at home.  We are confident that we are taking every precaution to keep you safe. The 
church is cleaned and sanitized after every opening. Entry to the church has been managed very 
sensitively by our stewards, without whom, I wouldn’t be able to open the church for you.    We have 
been advised that there continues to be no access to church halls, kitchens or toilets  
                                                                                 
Masses of Christmas 2020   

Assuming we are still open at Christmas, there will be a booking system in place. Unfortunately,not 

everyone who would like to celebrate mass on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day this year will be 

able to do so with the mass attendance restrictions currently in place, i.e. 49. The Season of 

Christmas, however, extends from the celebration of The Nativity of the Lord, through the Patronal 

Feast of The Holy Family, The Solemnity of Mary Mother of God, and The Epiphany until The Feast 

of the Baptism of the Lord. All the masses celebrated during those three weeks are ‘masses of 

Christmas’ since they all celebrate the revelation of Jesus as God’s only begotten Son. There will 

be many opportunities for you to come to mass during that time and we will be operating an external 

telephone booking system to make your arrangements as trouble-free as possible. God bless        

Fr Philip 

 

OPERATION ‘NO ROOM IN THE INN BEGINS 

THIS WEEK…  WE ARE OPERATING A BOOKING 

SYSTEM FOR PLACES AT THE CHRISTMAS 

MASSES THIS YEAR. A telephone booking line will 

open from Monday 14th. December for ALL masses 

between Christmas Eve December 24th and The 

Epiphany of the Lord, January 3rd. 2021 Please call this 

number 07591 168 012 between 10.00. – 12 noon and 

6.00. – 7.00.p.m. Last booking date 23rd December! 

 

Last weekend we had the draw for the virtual raffle and the winners 

were Amelia Barton, Mary Nash & Mary Iriving. Thank you so much to 

the very generous donations which will all be used to support the parish 

in this difficult year. 
 



 

Crib on the Quay – I would like to thank 
Betty who has again set up her crib on the 
Quay. I encourage you to go and have a look 
when you are passing. You will not be 
disappointed. 

 

WCC: 'Find hope in the birth of Jesus amid the 
covid-19 crisis'   By Lisa Zengarini                                                                                  

A Christmas message released by the interim General 
Secretary of the World Council of Churches urges 
Christians to find hope in the good news of the birth of 
Jesus amidst the Covid-19 crisis. 

In his 2020 Christmas message, World Council of 

Churches (WCC) interim general secretary Rev. Prof. Dr 

Ioan Sauca has invited Christians and all people on earth 

to look up in hope, even if “there are many reasons to be 

afraid and to live in despair” today, reminding that “in the 

most difficult days of history”, Christians have, time and 

time again, found consolation “in the good news of the birth 

of Jesus Christ that begins with the birth of the Saviour in Bethlehem”.  

 

A Christmas in times of pandemic  “Celebrations of Christmas in churches and families this year 

will be tempered by the physical distancing and other restrictions brought on by our concern to 

protect each other from the Coronavirus. People will grieve for the many dead around the world”, 

the message reads. “The pandemic has everywhere torn the social fabric, causing massive 

unemployment and even hunger, rending our connections to each other, revealing and exacerbating 

inequalities, raising havoc and dissent, and threatening institutions of good governance”, Rev. Sauca 

adds, noting that: “At the same time, violence and war continue, destroying the livelihoods of people 

with increasing numbers of refugees and migrants and killing so many men, women and children”. 

 

People of hope However, the message stresses that, even under these circumstances, Christians 

can glimpse in “the birth of the child Jesus in a desolate village at the margins of the Roman empire, 

the fragile beginnings of our own redemption”.  “As people of hope, we glimpse in the birth of Jesus 

God’s ‘yes’ to life, and the birth of new possibility, new life triumphing over death and despair”, Rev. 

Sauca writes. “The Incarnation is God’s decisive ‘yes’ to humanity and creation”. Sauca also lifts up 

in prayer the people and leadership of WCC member churches, and all people on earth: “In a world 

of pain and death, the event of Christmas allows us to find consolation, lift our heads in hope, and 

glimpse in deep faith the triumph of life and love in the birth of Jesus,” he concludes. “This is good 

news of great joy for all people.”   

 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/world/news/2020-1 

 

 

 

 

https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/christmas-2020


 Image from ‘Hospiscare/Naomi Stolow’ 

Hospiscare caring in the 

heart of Devon 

 

Our Advent Appeal this year will be 

to support the excellent work of 

Hospiscare. Many of us have 

experienced or seen the wonderful 

work that they do but they, like many 

charities, have been experiencing a 

huge drop in their income due to the 

pandemic. 

Hospiscare@Home: As an illness 

progresses, our Hospiscare @Home 

nurses offer additional support, 

including hands-on care. If a patient 

decides to spend their final days at home, our team of nurses will endeavour to make sure 

this happens. Working hard to ensure that the patient remains as comfortable and 

symptom free as possible, in their home environment with the people and things that 

matter most around them. 

 

The telephone line is open out of hours, seven days a week, 365 days a year to offer support 

advice and reassurance to patients and their families. No matter what time of day or night 

there is always someone who can help.  

 

Can you help?  Over the weeks of Advent please pray for the staff, patients and their 

families. If you would like to help them financially please send a cheque to the parish 

office made out to Hospiscare. If you wish to donate cash, we can accept bank notes 

on their behalf.  Thank you for helping them to help others in our community. 

THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE STARTED SENDING IN DONATIONS - 
£200.00 AND COUNTING! 

                                                                                                                                                 
*************** 

                                                                               
The Christmas trees have arrived at Greenfingers. Pop along to the garden centre in 
Pound Lane and choose yours. You will be pleased to know that the streamside café is open 
too. My thanks to Geoff & Tricia Ames for donating a Christmas tree to our parish each year. 
                     

Christmas cards – please do not leave any Christmas cards anywhere in church 
for other parishioners. The COVID 19 guidance prevents us from leaving papers, 
etc on tables for you to pick up and take home. Sadly, this year, this means that we 
cannot distribute Christmas cards as we have in the past. Thank you for your 
understanding. 
 
The Parish Finance Committee would like to remind you that 
Easter & Christmas offerings are for your parish priest as he doesn’t 
receive a salary. In normal years special envelopes are used for this 
purpose. If you would like to give this year, please put your donation 
into an envelope marked ‘Christmas Offering’ and post it through the 
front door of the presbytery. Thank you for supporting our priest. 
 



 

‘No pandemic can turn off the light of Christmas’     

By Linda Bordoni 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                         

                                                        

 

 

 

 

St Peter's Square: Christmas tree and nativity scene  

 

Pope Francis invites Christians to open their hearts to the light of Christmas and reach 

out to those in need. 

‘There is no pandemic or crisis that can turn off the light of Christmas’, Pope Francis 

affirmed, as he greeted the faithful present in St. Peter’s Square last week and 

following through the media during the Sunday Angelus. 

 

Noting that the Vatican’s Christmas tree has been erected in the Square and that the 

Nativity Scene will soon be unveiled, the Pope said that in many homes “these 

symbols of Christmas are being set up to the delight of children,” and also to the 

delight of those who no longer are children.  “They are symbols, or signs of hope, 

especially during this difficult time,” he said, and he invited Christians not to stop at 

the symbols, but to go beyond and understand their meaning: “Jesus, the love of God, 

who was revealed to us to reach that goodness which has been poured out on the 

world.” And assuring us all that no pandemic or crisis can “turn off that light,” Pope 

Francis said: “Let us allow it to enter into our hearts and reach out toward those who 

are most in need.” Thus, he concluded: “God will once again be born in us and in our 

midst.” 

  
HAVE YOU BOOKED YOUR PLACE AT A MASS OF CHRISTMAS YET? 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-10/christmas-tree-and-nativity-scene-unveiling-st-peters-square.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-10/christmas-tree-and-nativity-scene-unveiling-st-peters-square.html


 
 

The children at St. 
Joseph’s have been 
busy making lovely 
Advent wreaths, and a 
beautiful banner, 
joining many of our 
parishioners who have 
also been getting 
creative this year. 

 
 
 

 

 

    

     Thanks also to Liz Johnson for  
     showing us her beautiful wreath. 
 

 

We know that many parishioners do not have access to email or to the website 

so please share the information in this bulletin with them if you can. Thank you  



 

 

Bishops issue updated statement on COVID-19 and vaccination 

Thursday, December 3rd, 2020 @ 3:46 pm 

 
On behalf of the Bishops, the Department for Social Justice of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 
England and Wales has issued a follow up to its September 2020 statement – COVID-19 and 
Vaccination (24 September 2020). 
 
+++ 
 
The development of a vaccine against COVID-19 presents an important breakthrough in protecting 
others as well as oneself from the virus; a virus which has not only caused a global pandemic and 
led to a huge loss of life but has also placed a great burden on healthcare workers and systems. 
 
Each of us has a duty to protect others from infection with its danger of serious illness, and for some, 
death. A vaccine is the most effective way to achieve this unless one decides to self-isolate. 
 
At present, debate concerns the use of the vaccines developed by Pfizer & BioNTech, Moderna, 
and AstraZeneca. Some have questioned the use of the Astra Zeneca vaccine since it has been 
developed from cell-lines originating from the cells of an aborted foetus in 1983. 
 
The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith and the Pontifical Academy of Life have expressed 
the view that one may in good conscience and for a grave reason receive a vaccine sourced in this 
way, provided that there is a sufficient moral distance between the present administration of the 
vaccine and the original wrongful action. 
 
In the COVID-19 pandemic, we judge that this grave reason exists and that one does not sin by 
receiving the vaccine. 
 
Both the Pfizer & BioNTech and Moderna vaccines have a different source since they are mRNA-
based vaccines. On 2 December 2020, the Pfizer & BioNTech vaccine was approved for use in the 
UK. 
 
Each Catholic must educate his or her conscience on this matter and decide what to do, also bearing 
in mind that a vaccine must be safe, effective, and universally available, especially to the poor of the 
world. 
 
Catholics may in good conscience receive any of these vaccines for the good of others and 
themselves.  In good conscience, one may refuse a particular vaccine but continue to have a duty 
to protect others from infection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Right Reverend Richard Moth 
Chair, Department of Social Justice 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales 

 

 

 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/our-work/health-social-care/coronavirus-guidelines/covid-19-and-vaccination/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/our-work/health-social-care/coronavirus-guidelines/covid-19-and-vaccination/
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20081208_dignitas-personae_en.html
http://www.academyforlife.va/content/pav/en/the-academy/activity-academy/note-vaccini.html
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/the-church/catholic-bishops-conference-of-england-and-wales/departments/social-justice/


 

Vacancy: Diocesan Schools Commission Administrator 

 
The Diocese of Plymouth is looking to appoint the following position - Diocesan Schools 
Commission Administrator (part time) – 1 post 
 

Location: St Boniface House, Ashburton, Devon with some home working to meet COVID 

Secure requirements  

Salary: £11.39 per hour (Actual Salary - £11,846 per annum) 

Hours: 20 hours per week spread over 5 days- preferably mornings 

The Diocesan School’s Commissioner Administrator will manage the administrative, 

secretarial support and the office resources required to ensure the smooth running of the 

Diocesan Schools Commissioner’s office.  They will enable the Diocesan Schools 

Commissioner and team to carry out their Diocesan responsibilities.  The post-holder will be 

required to have a high level of secretarial or administrative experience and will require 

excellent organisational skills together with good experience of Microsoft Office and excellent 

interpersonal skills. Experience of working in a schools’ environment would be an advantage. 

Copies of the job description and application form are obtainable from Jan Holton on 01364 

645383 or by email to recruitment@prcdtr.org.uk up to 22nd December.  The last date for 

applications is Monday 4 January 2021 and interviews will be held on Monday 18 January at 

St. Boniface House, Ashburton.  

           

 

ALTERNATIVE WAYS TO DONATE TO THE CATHOLIC CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 
(PLYMOUTH) THIS CHRISTMAS 

  
A number of parishes have asked how they can donate this Christmas instead of the usual ‘crib 
offerings’ made in church.  During these unprecedented times, it might not be possible for ‘crib 
offering’ collections to be made in the usual way, so if you would like to donate to the CCSP 
this Christmas, there are a number of alternative ways you can do this via – 
 

 our Christmas Crowdfunding page – https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/stretch-out-your-

hands-this-christmas  (CCSP receive 100% of every donation, as Crowdfunder have 

waived all their fees to help charities and we acknowledge receipt via email) 

 post by sending a cheque made payable to ‘Catholic Children’s Society (Plymouth)’ 

to St Boniface House, Ashburton, Devon TQ13 7JL 

 BACS direct into our account – Catholic Children’s Society (Plymouth) sort code – 52-

41-60 account number – 06024335 

 text – to donate £5 text 5CCSP to 70085, to donate £10 text 10CCSP to 70085 or to 

donate £20 text 20CCSP to 70085 

 

THANK YOU 

 

mailto:recruitment@prcdtr.org.uk
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/stretch-out-your-hands-this-christmas
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/stretch-out-your-hands-this-christmas

