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Larder report : People helping people, August 2020 

Volunteer effort and energy have been at the centre of the Community Larder since 
its start in 2012;  the voluntary support that people are giving to other people during 
this Covid19 crisis is especially remarkable. 

Demand continues nearly three times the previous 
level.  During August, the Open Door Centre closed, 
the government shielding food scheme ended, 
growing unemployment throws more people at the 
mercy of an overworked Universal Credit system,  the 
County Council asks which volunteer groups are 
closing down!!  Be assured, we absolutely continue!! 
.... and anticipate being even more needed ....!! 

Volunteers are the heart of what we do - using the word "heart" in both senses!  At 
the beginning of lockdown, 20 of our regular volunteers had to isolate, but we now 
have 36 volunteers, 16 sorting and packing, 18 delivery drivers, with Ian and Shirley 
maintaining continuity in The Larder style of working.  A further 15 volunteers have 
worked with us, but retired as their jobs have come back - plus a substantial reserve 
pool of people who have offered help which we have not called upon - YET ! 

Donations were the focus of the June report, but 
our volunteers working for free have enabled us to 
accumulate a cash reserve - if we paid key staff, 
like many groups and some foodbanks, our cash 
would have been quickly swallowed up!  This is a 
tribute to those of our volunteers from the start, 
who not only helped evolve a way of working, but 
did so without even petrol costs for deliveries. 
 

It is easy in reports to miss the obvious - the general caring and compassion for 
other people from the whole group, past and present, makes it successful - but more 
than that, makes working for The Larder a worthwhile and enjoyable experience. 

The Larder has always been an open society, with people of all convictions - or no 
convictions - all working for the good of other people for free. This report focuses on 
volunteers, but we need donations to keep coming - and the Salvation Army to 
maintain the hall - and Andrew of the S.A. to continue working as hard as any of us! 

As always a big T H A N K  Y O U to the whole community; it is our task to do the 
best we can with what we have,  but that depends on what the community gives!!    
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