
10 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

I am very grateful to the teams of stewards who are enabling me to celebrate 
mass for you. It is good to see so many of you returning to mass and 
patterns are emerging. For those of you who are still nervous we are 
confident that we are taking every precaution to keep you safe. The church 
is cleaned and sanitized after every mass and numbers attending range 
between 15 and 35. At no time have we had to turn parishioners away and 
entry to the church has been managed very sensitively by the stewards. I 
look forward to seeing more of you returning over the coming weeks. 
Clearly the situation is changing all the time so times may be changed again 
over the coming weeks so please watch this bulletin and let as many people 

as possible know.  Masses will continue to be streamed online from the Cathedral and other churches in the Diocese for 
those of you unable to join us. Thank you for your 
support. May God bless you.   Fr. Philip                                                       

                                                                                                 
We have been advised that there continues to be 
no access to church halls, kitchens or toilets until 
further notice. 

 
We know that many parishioners are do not 
have access to email or to the website so 
please share the information in this bulletin 
with them if you can. Thank you 
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**REVISED MASS TIMES**  
 
 Holy Ghost Church Exmouth 

   Maximum safe number 49 

 

Saturday  5.00.p.m. 

Sunday 10.00.a.m.   Our Parish 

Sunday     7.00.p.m. 

Monday  7.00.p.m.    Charles & Dinah McNamee RIP (F) 

Wed.       11.00. a.m.  Margaret & Michael McGinley RIP (F) 

Friday       3.00.p.m.    James & Margaret Kilcoin RIP (F) 

Please Pray For… 
 
Our parishioners and friends, especially those who 
are long term housebound, those who are sick, 
those undergoing medical procedures and in 
hospital and those feeling isolated in these 
challenging times. 
 

 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 
“My Jesus, I believe that you are present 
in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love you above all things, and I desire to 
receive you into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive you 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually 
into my heart.  
I embrace you as if you were already 
there and unite myself wholly to you. 
Never permit me to be separated from 
you.  Amen.” 

Week 17 in Ordinary Time A2 Psalter week 1 

 



 

Sunday Readings 
First Reading  Solomon chooses the gift of wisdom 1 Kings 3, 5, 7-12 

Responsorial Psalm  ‘Lord how I love your law Psalm’ 118 (119) 57, 72, 76-77,127-130 

Second Reading  Romans 8 28-30 

Gospel    ‘He sells everything he owns & buys the field’ Matt13 44-52 

Communion Antiphon ‘Bless the Lord oh my soul, and never forget all his benefits. 

 

Check out Pope Francis’ daily tweets on Twitter   ‘On the Day of Judgment we 

will not be judged for our ideas, but for the compassion we have shown to others’                                    
Pope Francis @Pontifex 

 

Corner stones & Key Stones – is the church 

falling down?  

Not quite…....but she is showing her age and 
needs urgent repairs. Stonemason Jay Battle who 
has worked in the church on several occasions is 
now on site and can give very a very technical 
diagnosis, however basically the situation has 
arisen due to the soft nature of the stone, the salt 
air and old age!  

To summarise - the mortar behind the cement 
pointing has failed quite a while ago and needs to 
be removed by hand and with angle grinders. When 
this has been removed, the new lime pointing is 
applied in horizontal bands about 400mm high and 
allowed to cure for 24hrs before grouting behind 
that section. 'Pouring holes' and 'weep holes' are 
left in various places to track the grout in order to 
make sure the voids are filling properly. 
 
Once the 
grout 
reaches 
and begins 

running out of a specific hole, this is plugged with clay until 
the grout has cured. After this, the clay is then removed 
and replaced with more lime pointing. This cycle of 
removal, pointing and grouting continues until all of the 
ashlar has been worked on.   
 
Some of the Bath stone needs to be replaced and this 
means cutting out the worst of the stone details, making 
templates, masoning new sections carved in new Bath stone 
and then fixing in place.  
 
You have probably guessed that this is an expensive project 
and the estimate is in the region of £35,000 which will be 
financed by a loan from the Diocese as we have insufficient 
funds in the bank for this unexpected problem.  
 
 



 

Fundraising – but not as we know it!  Unfortunately parish finances have been 
severely affected by the lockdown, hall rental is on hold, and we have not been able to 
fund raise to boost our income. Our parish has a reputation of being the Diocesan ‘party 
parish’ and for many years we have gathered as a parish family for numerous events – from 
Caelids to Ready, Steady, Cook, to Mama Mia etc. etc. etc. Sadly we can’t get together 
for functions any more but we do still need to raise funds for essential parish running 
costs.  

SO…. 

Would you like to join a ‘Virtual Saturday get together with our parish family & friends?’ 

On Saturday 15 August on the Vigil of the Assumption of Our Lady, I suggest that we 
pause at the same time in spirit throughout the day.  

 

 Let’s have coffee at 10.30 am 

Afternoon tea at 3.00 pm  

 And raise a toast together at 7.00 pm!      

Normally we invite you to contribute £15 per head to our        
fund raisers and this includes a meal and entertainment – this 
time you can go ‘A la Carte’ and choose your own menu, make 
your coffee just as you like it and raise a glass with your 
favourite tipple ……and the entertainment options are 
endless!!  

Times are hard but let’s pull together and if you would like to 
join in please do – if you would like to make a contribution to the fund raising event, please 
do!  

So, if you would like to join the guest list, please email or telephone the office 
and your name will be added to the list. We will print the guest list in the 
bulletin there will be a ‘cash prize draw’ for those that are ‘attending’.  Fr. 
Philip will draw a name from the guest list and (assuming we receive enough 
donations) there will be a prize of £50.00 for the winner.  

(Cheques can be made payable to PRCDTR Holy Family Exmouth)  

Thank you for your support!! 

 



 

CONGRATULATIONS EMILY WELLS on your success!  

1st Class award in Politics, Philosophy & Ethics at the University 

of Manchester1st.  We are delighted for you!!  Congratulations! 

 

 

*** Plymouth Diocesan Year Book 2021 – If you would like to order one please contact the office by Friday*** 

 

 

2020 CCSP Annual Appeal – ‘Stretch out Your Hands’ 
  

‘… do good and share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.’ Hebrews 

13-16 
 

 
‘This year’s Catholic Children’s Society Annual Appeal, is being launched in a time when 

great economic hardship has fallen on many families due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  
  
The Society has been responding to a significant increase in the number of families in our Diocese 
who find themselves in difficulty and who lack essential basic needs.  This has meant that the 
Society’s limited resources available to support such families have been significantly depleted.  
  
So I appeal to your generosity to support the good work of the Catholic Children’s Society 
(Plymouth) by offering what you can.  By doing so, you will enable it to continue offering assistance 
to those struggling families who are in most need. 
  
May God bless you for responding as generously as you can to this Annual Appeal’ 
 
 
 

Rt Rev Mark O’Toole 

Bishop of Plymouth  
 
 

Text CCSP16 £5 £10 or £15 to 70070 via your mobile phone  Your text will cost you the standard 
network message rate in addition to your £5 £10 or £15 donation. The CCSP receives 100% of your 
donation. Thank you for your help. 
 
Vicki Dunstone   Fundraiser and Communications officer 
 
 

 

 
Fr. Philip would be pleased if you can spread the news about telephone masses, 
particularly to the sick and housebound you have been in contact with. Offered 
by the Knights of St. Columba, for the cost of a local call, individuals can listen to 
a recorded mass from 12.00 midday on Sunday until 11.59 the following Sunday. 
Tel 01642 130120. The mass tends to be approximately 45 minutes and has 
proved to work well over the last three months. It may appeal to those who have 
no internet or Sky access. 

 
 
 



 

….AND FINALLY  …….   EASING DOWN            from our parish poet, Roni. 

 
Rules are relaxed that's jolly good news   » » We must still be careful when we're in queues 
Dropped from two meters down to one  That's very good news for everyone. 
Shops are opening up you see   We can now go out for a cup of tea 
Meet up with friends for a laugh and talk  Six of us can go for a walk. 
Now we're allowed to catch the bus  Wear your mask don't make a fuss 
We need to go, don't know why   Perhaps we have some shopping to buy. 
 

Lots of people have one mission           » » Footies back on the television 
Golf and tennis horse racing too   » » Back to entertain me and you 
Beaches are open for the family               » » Play in the sand and a dip in the sea 
You can buy ice creams, flavours galore  We just couldn't ask for very much more 
Traffic is back not too much we hope  Too many cars we just won't cope  

  

It was so lovely when they weren't around   » » Lots of wildlife to be found      
Families deciding what to do about school They don't have to worry as a rule 
Teachers can't make up their minds  Lots of problems they seem to find 
Buses and trains start off with a jerk  As they are transporting people back to work 
Some workers returning with a smile  As they've been off work for quite awhile 

 
How strange it will be as a long time it's been » » I'm sure they'll be glad when back in routine 
We're soon be flying off on a plane  To destinations, maybe Spain 
People on holiday down to the sea  Bringing their lunch and maybe their tea    
New rules now when we go to the shop  Our masks to hand as on we must pop 
It's lovely to see people out and about  We must be careful and keep a lookout 

 
We can go for a meal a bite to eat » » That really will be such a treat 
A drink in a pub would go down well  Meet up with friends that would be swell 
Churches are open Masses most days  We can go to pray, but no songs of praise 
It won't be long and we'll soon do more  But at the moment it's good to just open the door. 
The barbers are open, please cut my hair Lots of people they stand and stare 
They think that I look so funny   Cut it off I'll pay my money 

 
Garden centres are open to buy some plants That's jolly good news I need one for my Aunts 
Gyms are next and the swimming pool  Be careful though don't act the fool 
Be good to to get back into shape  After eating all this chocolate and cake 
Children from school can take a break  Holiday with family they can take 
Times for them have been very strange  Lots of planning and trips to arrange 

 
I'm sure everything will turn out well  With lots of stories and tales to tell 
Sometimes it's been hard missed my family But they have all been good to me 
I've spoken to someone nearly every day  We usually have lots and lots to say 
I love them all so very much   It is so important to keep in touch 
Family can visit be in a bubble   Which one to choose could cause trouble 
It would be lovely to see them a hug and a kiss It's something I know we really 
have missed 

 
As the weeks go by we'll do more and more How great that will be I am sure 
For the time being though careful we must be And one day soon we will be 
free!!! 
 
Hope you like this one.  
Roni 



 

 

 

 


