
Thank you to everyone who has sent in this week’s news. I hope you enjoy reading it and if you 
know of anyone that would like to be emailed this bulletin please contact the parish office with 
their email address. 

We are aware that many parishioners are do not have access to email or to the website 
so please share this news with them if you can. If you no longer wish to receive weekly 
news then please let me know. 

 

                                                                          
                                                                                                      

Vatican News reports that… public Masses in Italy will 
resume on 18 May   In Italy, Masses, weddings, funerals and 
baptisms are set to resume in Italy on 18 May, with the 

provision that those attending abide by a strict set of social distancing 
and sanitation measures. 
 
After two months of live-streamed Masses and private prayer at home, 
the faithful in Italy will once again be able to attend religious ceremonies 
in churches around the country. The news came on Thursday, 7 May 
with the signing of a Protocol, by Cardinal Gualtiero Bassetti, President 
of the Italian Bishops’ Conference, and Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe 
Conte, and the Minister of the Interior, Luciana Lamorghese. 
 
The protocol outlines rules and regulations that must be followed in order 
to ensure minimal risk of contagion of the coronavirus. All religious 
ceremonies – Masses, baptisms, weddings and funerals – were either 
cancelled or closed to the public in early March when the government 
imposed a nationwide lockdown to help curb the spread of Covid-19, a 
virus that has now killed almost 30,000 people in Italy alone. As Italy 
enters “phase 2” of its coronavirus lockdown, the government is working 
together with the Italian Bishops to prudently ensure that the faithful can 
attend ceremonies in churches again. 
 
Cardinal Bassetti, reiterated the Church's commitment to overcoming 
the current crisis by saying "the Protocol is the result of profound 
collaboration and synergy between the Government… and the Italian 

Bishops’ Conference, where everyone has played their part responsibly”. The protocol outlines that the faithful must wear 
facemasks, and must respect the 1m safety distance between each other. 

 
 

In a video for the month of May, 
Pope Francis asked Christians to 
pray for deacons, saying they 
…are..  ‘part of the clergy’ called to 
serve and live their vocation in and 
with their family. 
 
The role of deacons was widely 
discussed during the 2019 Amazon 
synod. The synod's final document 
says deacons should “promote 
integral ecology, human 
development, social pastoral work 
and service to those in situations of 
vulnerability and poverty.” 
 
The pope prays that deacons may 
be “faithful in their service to the 
Word and the poor,” and “an 
invigorating symbol for the entire 
Church. 
 
We are very fortunate in our parish 
to have Deacon Terry, who spends 
many hours supporting 
parishioners. Thank you Terry for 
the dedication to your ministry and 
thank you Helen for all you do to 
support Terry in his work. May God 
bless you & your family. 
 
 
 

Please pray for our parishioners and friends, especially those 

who are long term housebound, those who are sick, those 

undergoing medical procedures and in hospital and those 

feeling isolated in these challenging times. 

MASS TIMES 

I will celebrate mass at 11.00 am every Sunday (for 

parishioners) and on Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday. Please let 

me know if you have any special intentions and please pause 

for a while and join me in spirit. 



All rooms and objects used will be sanitised at the end of 
each ceremony, and the sign of peace will be omitted. For 
the rites of Communion, the celebrant is required to sanitize 
his hands and must use gloves and a mask. These 
measures, said Prime Minister Conte, express the most 
appropriate ways to ensure that the resumption of liturgical 
celebrations with the people takes place in the safest way 
possible. https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2020-
05/public-masses-in-italy-will-resume-on-18-may.html   

 
As soon as we have any information about churches in the 

UK, I will let you all know.  From a practical point of view, 

despite the lockdown, our parish continues to manage all 
administration, finance, health & safety, and maintenance 
issues. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of 
you that have continued to financially support the parish, 
mostly through direct debit or by cheques. These are 
indeed challenging times but nevertheless the bills still 
need to be paid! I am most grateful to Wendy Davis who is 
Parish Gift Aid Administrator. Wendy has for many years 
processed the Gift Aid donations and this has resulted in 
much needed funds for the parish. Those of you who are 
already registered for us to claim Gift Aid will receive your 
annual letter in the coming weeks. 

 
Parishes are required to submit an end of year Financial Return to the Diocese in April and I am pleased to say that 
despite the difficulties, our return was submitted promptly. My particular thanks to Aimee, the parish accounts clerk, 
who submitted the Financial Return for us. Following confirmation from the Diocese that the Return is in order, a 
report is prepared for parishioners and this will be produced in due course. The reports are usually available to pick 
up at the back of the churches but obviously we won’t be able to do that this year. If anyone would like a copy please 
let me know and a report will be posted to you.   Meanwhile thank you so much for your continued support.                     
Fr. Philip 

 

Letter to Parishioners from Michael Whitehead 

Chairman. Parish Finance Committee. 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
We are certainly living in unprecedented times which are causing a multitude of difficulties and the 
repercussions will clearly continue for many months.  
 
We have not been able to celebrate Mass together for two months and it seems likely to be a similar 
period before our churches are fully open again. I believe that we are learning to cope with most of the 
restrictions that have been necessary and we are certainly fortunate to live where we do. 
 
One problem has surfaced and is unlikely to go away any time soon and that is the dramatic fall in 
income to the Parish due to the absence of the weekly collections at Mass. Expenses and maintenance 
costs of our premises continue, nevertheless, and need to be paid for. 
 
Some parishioners make their weekly contributions by Direct Debit through their bank and, if you are 
able to take up this method, it would be very helpful and the Parish Office can help you to set it up. 
Alternatively, you may wish to send a cheque as a one-off payment, again the office can help with the 
details. 
 
Until we meet again, stay safe and God be with you. 
Michael Whitehead 

 



Message from the Safeguarding Office …. ‘I don’t have to tell you that we are undergoing a 

national crisis at the moment, which as well as bringing all the problems of the current 

pandemic, also creates increased safeguarding risk in many areas. These include domestic 

abuse, mental health issues the vulnerable being scammed to mention but a few.  If you have 

any safeguarding concerns either personally or for any other person then do not hesitate to 

contact the Safeguarding Office who remain open and available to assist.  To contact us either 

email me direct on robert.brown@prcdtr.org.uk or ring me on 01364 645431 which will be 

transferred to my mobile’   

 
Robert Brown Safeguarding Coordinator Diocese of Plymouth. 

 

 

Thank you to those of you who supported the Lent Appeal for 

Read Easy. Unfortunately the ‘lockdown’ severely affected 

the appeal and has also affected their work. In order to comply 

with social distancing rules, they have taken the difficult decision to suspend all activities that 

require meeting in person, including in-person reading coaching.  They are, however, 

committed to finding ways to support the volunteers to provide reading coaching using online 

learning platforms and digital resources, where this is feasible. We received £142.20 in the first 

week of Lent and have sent this to them but if anyone would like to help their work, please send 

cheques to the parish office payable to Read Easy Exeter and we can forward them. 

 

Thank you to Pat for sending in this video clip made by churches across the 

UK. You can cut and paste the link into your search bar and enjoy.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUtll3mNj5U 

 

Many of you have been enjoying the sunny weather and taken the 
opportunity to prepare your gardens for the warmer months. This 
week the Government have allowed garden centres to reopen and 
we wish Geoff & Tricia Ames at Greenfingers well as they open 
for business again.  

Greenfingers in Pound Lane have put social distancing measures 
in place, as recommended by the 
Government, including a one way 
system and they are working to make 
sure everyone who comes to 

Greenfingers is happy and safe.                                                                                    
https://www.greenfingers-gardencentre.co.uk/ 
 

‘Taking advantage of the slight relaxation of our confinement to barracks, 
Penny and I went to Greenfingers on Thursday. It was such a positive 
experience. The Customers were all considerate of one another: one had 
bought half a dozen bean poles and was using them in a light-hearted way 
to ensure self-distancing protocols were observed. One of the most 
impressive features of our visit was talking to Staff members who were 
obviously pleased to meet Customers at last but showed no glimmer of 
complaint at having to continue their daily regime of watering for the 
previous eight weeks. The whole experience spoke of good news being 
enjoyed and shared.’      ‘Anon: name supplied’ 

mailto:robert.brown@prcdtr.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUtll3mNj5U
https://www.greenfingers-gardencentre.co.uk/


On 75th anniversary of VE Day, Her Majesty the 
Queen gave a poignant address, praising Britain's 
response to the coronavirus epidemic that has 
filled empty streets with "love". In the broadcast, 
she said: "Today it may seem hard that we cannot 
mark this special anniversary as we would wish. 
….Instead we remember from our homes and 
from our doorsteps…….Despite this, the Queen 
said….’our streets are not empty, they are filled 
with the love and the care that we have for each 
other". 
 
This has definitely been reflected in our parish. 
Thank you again to everyone for looking after 
each other in the parish family with such care and 
prayers, telephone calls, shopping, gardening, 
teaching, delivering prescriptions etc etc etc.  
 
Many of you celebrated VE Day last weekend, 
albeit at a distance from neighbours and we were 
sent this lovely picture of Lileth & Seth. Willow 

said in her email……  ‘The children made scones, 

tart's, frangipan tarts and cupcakes especially for our tea party. I tried to put victory rolls in lilith's hair 

but it wasn't great ha ha.    Hope you are all well….. ‘   

 

It certainly looked like they had great fun. Thanks for sharing it with us. 

 

 

Meanwhile, in Budleigh Salterton the ‘socially distancing’ restrictions were 

adhered to but this didn’t stop friends and neighbours celebrating ……… 

 

 ‘We had a great VE street party. Everyone in the Close came out and 

someone even brought a BBQ. Just 

as we were starting a lady came up 

and gave us a certificate for the best 

dressed Close.  No idea who she 

was!   Later in the evening a group of 

us went out again to sing We'll Meet 

Again.  All in all a lovely day’.                

 
Caz & Glenn  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



You might have seen a few people wearing masks recently. Some people wear 
them because they think a mask could protect them from coronavirus, or because 
they think covering the nose and mouth helps prevent the disease from spreading. 
The UK government now wants people in England to wear 'face coverings' in 
places where social distancing isn't possible, such as on public transport or when 

visiting a supermarket. 
 
Speaking to MPs on 5 May, the UK government's chief scientific adviser, Sir Patrick Vallance, 
said wearing face masks had a "marginal but positive" impact on the spread of infection and 
there may be times when it could be "beneficial" for people to do so. "Where masks may have 
a role is where distancing isn't possible, where there might be undue crowding," he explained. 
 
It may be that when we are all able to return to church that you might want to wear a mask and 
I am conscious that these are not easy to obtain. There are patterns on line of how to make 
them at home and if you are handy with a sewing machine then do have a go! Many people 
though are not able to make their own so it may be that a small team of parishioners might like 
to make masks to provide other parishioners with one or two to use.  
 
At this stage I am happy to hear from anyone who would like to start sewing (materials 
can be provided) and also if there is a demand. Please let me know if you need a mask 
or two or if you are able to join a team to make them. 

 

And now for you to challenge your friends…… a short quiz sent 
in by John Ingham      PARISH CAFOD REP 

(answers – with a final challenge at the end of this newsletter!) 

 

The Great South West England Quiz 

 

1) Name the 3 colours of the Devon flag (all 3 for the point!)  

2) Name the colours of the Cornish flag (again all)  

3) Name the saint which the Cornish flag is named after 

4) Where is the most southerly point of the UK? 

5) What is the name of the only town in England to have an exclamation mark in its name!   

6) Where does the Duke of Devonshire reside?  

7) Which novel, also known as a 'Romance of Exmoor' was written by Richard Blackmore in 

1869? 

8) Name the largest and most populous island of the Scilly Isles?   

9) Name the last castle to be built in England?   

10) Which Cornish resident wrote 'My Cousin Rachel', 'The Birds', and 'Rebecca'?  

11) How many sides are there to the A la Ronde building in Exmouth?   

12) Name the Iron Age fortification just outside the county town of Dorset?   

13) What junction number is Cullompton on the M5?  

14) What is the name of the island which takes its name from the Norse word for 'Puffin?'  

15) Lady Mallowan is better known as a writer who had two homes, one of them in Devon.   

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51204456


16) Devon Rex and Cornish Rex are breeds of which animal?  

17) What is the name of the horse that collapsed 50 yards from the winning line in the 1956 

Grand National? 

18) Which village is Doc Martin filmed in (real not fictional)? 

19) Exeter is our county town, what was its Roman name?  

20) Name the oil tanker that wrecked off the Cornish coast in1967 causing an environmental 

disaster? 

21) Which Devonian, born in 1552, wrote a book entitled 'History of the World' whilst 

imprisoned in the Tower of London? 

22) Which Cornish author is a household name in Germany where her novels are immensely 

popular? 

23) What name has been given to the A39 in North Cornwall to enhance its tourist 

credentials?   

24) Which breed of dog is named after the Devon clergyman that bred them? 

25) How many seasons have Exeter Chiefs been in the Rugby Union Premiership? 

26) What is the highest point of Bodmin Moor?  

27) What animal is part of a 5 year reintroduction project on a Devon river? 

28) Name two other people who went with Uncle Tom Cobley to Widdicomb Fair?  

(both names for a point) 

29) In what season did Exeter City win their only League Title, (the old Division 4)? 

30) Which family, around in Court circles in the time of Henry VIII, live at Powderham Castle? 

                                                                                                                                                                    cafod.org.uk/coronavirusappeal, 

 

and finally ….. . Fr. Philip wanted 

to share these thought provoking 

lines with you. 

 

Have a good week 

If you have some news 

you would like to share 

with the parish then 

we would be very 

pleased to hear from 

you. 

 

https://cafod.org.uk/coronavirusappeal


 

 

 

 

 

QUIZ ANSWERS 

 

cafod.org.uk/coronavirusappeal 

 

 

Day of Prayer for Eastern Christians on Sunday 17 May 2020. May we be inspired by the 

faith and hope of Eastern Christians, by their love and compassion, by their courage and 

endurance, and self-sacrifice against oppression.  

Through their charity, tolerance and friendship, bring peace and reconciliation to those troubled 

lands where Christianity was born and first spread. 

Through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 

Answers – the Great South West 

England quiz 

1)Green, Black and White      

2)Black and White 

3)St Piran                                 

4) Lizard Point 

5)Westwood Ho!                         

6) Chatsworth House, 

Derbyshire 

7)Lorna Doone 

8)St Marys 

9)Castle Drogo 

10) Daphne du Maurier 

11) 16 sides 

12) Maiden Castle 

13) Junction 28 

14) Lundy Island 

15) Agatha Christie 

16) Cats 

17) Devon Loch 

18) Port Isaac 

19) Isca 

20)Torrey Canyon 

21) Sir Walter Raleigh 

22) Rosamunde Pilcher 

23) The Atlantic Highway 

24) Jack Russell Terrier 

25) 10 

26) Brown Willy 

27) Beavers 

28) Two of Tom Pearce, Bill 

Bishop Mark encourages us to write to our local 

MP indicating that it is possible for us to open 

some of our churches earlier than July for 

personal prayer. This would be an interim step for 

us to do whilst putting the necessary procedures 

in place to keep people safe at local level. 

Please write to Simon Jupp M.P for East Devon, 

House of Commons, London  SW1A OAA or email 

simon.jupp.mp@parliament.uk 

facebook https://www.facebook.com/SimonJuppMP/ 

https://cafod.org.uk/coronavirusappeal
mailto:simon.jupp.mp@parliament.uk


 

Remember 

I celebrate mass at 11.00 

am every Sunday (for 

parishioners) and on 

Tuesday, Wednesday & 

Friday.  

Please let me know if you 

have any special intentions 

and please pause for a 

while and join me in spirit. 

 

May God bless you all 

Fr. Philip 

 

 

 


