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Nobody at Open Door could have predicted the
incredible generosity of all our  supporters as donations
came in from far and wide for our Reverse Advent
Calendar campaign. The campaign exceeded all our
expectations as individuals, schools, churches, banks,
hairdressers, shops, cafes and other organisations
across the area brought in bag after bag and box after
box of food, toiletries, and gifts. To all those that gave -
THANK YOU!  We received 99 reverse advent
calendar boxes. From your donations we were able to
make up and give 101 food and toiletries hampers.
These were distributed to families and individuals that
were referred to us from our various projects, local
partnerships and to those that joined us at our Christmas
Tea. 
One family said "Thank you so  much, the food will make
such a difference to us this year, we can't believe you are
giving us two boxes!!"
In addition to the food hampers we also assisted Father
Christmas in his work as we distributed 86 Christmas
presents  to young and old alike.

On December 23rd Open Door hosted a special Christmas Tea instead of our Christmas Day
lunch. This was a hugely successful afternoon where all our guests were treated to delicious
sandwiches, cakes, music, presents and a hamper of food each to enjoy over the Christmas period.  
A huge thank you to the Mayor of Exmouth, Steve Gazzard, and Town Crier,  Roger Bourgein who
supported the tea alongside staff and volunteers. 65 children and adults enjoyed the afternoon and
left laden down with goodies, full tummies and big smiles!

Christmas 2019 - The joy
of giving and receiving!



at the heart of our community

In December we said a sad farewell
to Jenna Burnett who has made a
difference to so many young people
over the years both in Haven and
the ICE Project. We are delighted to
welcome on board Barbara Appleby
as the new Haven Project Leader.

Thanks to a very kind donation the
Nighshift Team have new rucksacks
to help them carry important supplies
whilst they are out and about on
Saturday nights. We are so grateful
for all they do especially on New
Years Eve which is a  busy night!

The ICE Project facilitated their first
Christian Practices Fayre at
Exmouth Community College
working  with the RE  Department.
Over twenty Christian ministries
were represented as they met with
400 Year 9 students.

Project Updates

In November Claire White hosted a training
session for her team on 'Encouraging
Positive Contact: Working with Dads' with two
guest speakers who were able  to provide
valuable perspective into some of the
difficulties non-resident parents face in
maintaining and having good contact.

Men's Shed continues to go from strength to
strength with approx. 100 men on the books
and 50  regular attendees.  It’s been a busy
year with 150 projects completed for
individuals and community groups plus the
building of the new extension which opens
officially in March 2020.

The Craft Room at Clayton House has got off
to a great start with numbers averaging about
13 each Friday. The wood turning course
was particularly successful as the Craft
Room collaborated with Men's Shed. Both
projects sold an array of items at the
Exmouth Christmas Market in December.

Give thanks for the generosity of the local
community over Christmas and for the
individuals and families we were able to support
Give thanks for Barbara Appleby (Project
Leader) and Rachel Cock (Support Worker) who
are an amazing provision for Haven

Please pray for Helen who has returned from
maternity leave, that she settles back well
Please pray for Lisa who will be leading the
Children and Families work at Open Door
Please pray for wisdom and vision for all the
Project staff and Open Door Trustees as they
make plans for the year ahead
Praise God for His faithfulness to Open Door,
may He be glorified in all that we do

Prayer Requests


