
9 of us took off from Heathrow on 4 June for a 10 day study tour of the 
work of Parishes for Peace in parishes in Jordan who are helping Christian 
refugees from Iraq. 

Jordan is a country with few natural resources, 
with water critically short. The winter rainfall is insufficient to replenish 
the underground water table, and most of the country is desert. This means 
that only a very small percentage of the country is suitable (with irrigation) 
for agriculture, but the most is made of what they have, with several crops 
a year grown in polytunnels. The only real natural resources are minerals 
(mainly potash). Tourism (Dead Sea, Petra) has suffered badly from the 
perception that the whole of the Middle East is one big warzone. Jordan 
itself is at peace and relations between the Muslim and significant minority 
Christian community remain good so far in most areas; however as in most 
countries there are some Isis cells known to be around and the government 
keeps a very close eye on these. 

 still continue to come, while those who came first may still be 
there after 2 or 3 years. There is no going back – villages and towns 
destroyed and trust with neighbours in ruins after betrayal to Isis. Non-
Muslims are generally given 2 hrs to convert, be killed or leave. Emergency 



accommodation in safer areas consisted initially of church floors, 
graduating to portacabins (freezing and damp in winter, oven-like in the 
summer). Eventually most were placed in flats – often 3 families to a flat, 
conditions being awful. The earlier refugees were flown to Jordan and 
have eventually landed up in flats with 1 family to a flat. With no prospect 
of returning home, these people are waiting 2-3 years for the outcome of 
visa applications for 3rd countries (Australia and Canada mainly) and move 
to new countries at about 15% per year, with new arrivals often replacing 
them. Morale and motivation can get quite low and PfP aims to encourage 
self-help projects which will benefit them wherever they go. 

                         

Catholic agency Caritas has about 
4,500 families on its books. They aim to provide healthcare, Christian 
schooling for the children, and a little money for food, and rent – although 
we heard that with the continuing situation no rent has been paid since 
the end of 2016 as funds are drying up. Refugees turn to other aid agencies 
(ACN, Bible Society etc,) or work illegally. (They can work for the church 
but not outside, as Jordanian unemployment is very high). Some new 
funding comes from Italian Bishop’s conference for 1,400 families for 6 
months and food vouchers for the larger families. On our visit it came to 



light that there were poor Jordanians in the parishes also, and there was 
some resentment that they had not been helped also – this is being 
addressed as possible. 

involvement is to work closely with the priests of a 
few parishes to supplement the help given by the major charities in a 
variety of small ways: personal contact and friendship, putting new 
arrivals in touch with Caritas to ensure they have what is available, small 
gifts, especially for the women for their needs “Beautiful Woman” project, 
support of workshops, English language teaching for those applying to 
Australia and Canada, so as to encourage them to make some positive use 
of the waiting time and raise morale – it gets very difficult to maintain a 
positive outlook when lives are put on hold not just for a few months, 
which is manageable, but for several years in some cases. Parishes in UK 
are matched with Jordanian parishes.  

Our group visited all the parishes PfP works with in Jordan, while based in 
Madaba parish and Fr Eyad. We also visited 2 parishes in Amman, a 
thriving sewing workshop initiated by Fr Mario Cornioli and run by the 
refugees themselves – they wanted to learn English and had a teacher but 
no books. We had brought books with us so were immediately able to put 
them into service – a real Godsend. Also Zarqa which had the advantage 
of having a large walled compound (in a very conservatively Muslim area 
essential for security), school and some living accommodation; and 
Ashrafieh. In each parish we took the names of refugees and supplied the 
women with vouchers and a small sum of money for each family. Contact 
is maintained by such things as birthday cards and Christmas cards to 
show them that they are not forgotten, that we are thinking of them and 



keep them in our prayers. The aim is to respond in a small way to fill in a 
few gaps and raise morale by personal contact and friendship, rather than 
attempting to fund in a major way. 

All in all our stay was a very busy and informative one; we were able to 
meet many refugees, sometimes in their accommodation where they 
hosted us with enormous generosity with the little they have, and delicious 
food. We made personal links with some and with the priests in charge of 
the parishes. Not to forget however that a long weekend was also on offer 
in Petra, and back via the Dead Sea where we enjoyed floating in the water, 
swimming in the hotel pool and just relaxing together. Our thanks are due 
to Della Shenton, Director who organised and led the whole trip, which 
also included very informative visits to the Papal Nuncio, and Caritas office 
where we had a whole hour with the Coordinator overseeing all the work 
with refugees. 

Judy Ring 

THANK YOU TO JUDY FOR BRINGING THIS VERY 

DISTRESSING SITUATION TO OUR ATTENTION 

We will be taking a Second Collection for PfP on the 
First Sunday of Advent when goods made by the 
Refugees will also be available for sale.  
 
God bless, 

 
Fr Philip 
 


