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Parish Priest  +  Fr Philip Austen 

The five meetings of the Dominic Groups are now either completed or almost finished and recently we 

asked group members to share their thoughts on the experience.  We would like to thank everyone 

involved in whatever the role as the feedback we have received is almost totally positive.  The results of 

the evaluation are printed on the back of this letter.  If you wish to find out more there will be a Mass 

followed by a shared lunch on Wednesday 4th March at midday – please check the bulletins for further 

information. 

The key messages coming from the groups were that overall 100% of those responding agreed that they 
had: 

 enjoyed the Dominic Group experience. 
 found the opportunity to meet as a “house group” had helped them get to know others better.  

 provided enough opportunity to them to contribute to sessions. 
Overall 96% of those responding agreed that they: 

 would like an opportunity to meet again in a Dominic Group at some time in the future. 

 gained confidence or insight into what the new evangelisation might mean for them through 
group discussions. 

 had been helped by the experience in developing a better understanding of the messages of 
Evangelli Gaudium. 

 felt that there had been a good balance between the “structured” discussions and time to talk 
about what they wanted to with the group. 

 would like an opportunity to meet again in a Dominic Group at some time in the future. 
Overall 92% of those responding agreed that the: 

 length of our Group sessions was about right. 

 materials used in the Dominic Group were challenging and led to good discussions 
Overall 76% of those responding agreed that they: 

 could help with the organisation or hosting of a Dominic Group if one was to run in the future.  
 

The good news is that there are many of you who would like to be part of a Dominic Group and many of 

you are able and willing to help develop and sustain a Group in some way. 

While support with materials, and in other ways, for any Dominic Group will be available through Father 

Philip and others, any future meetings of a Dominic Group will depend on its members.  The frequency, 

place and timing of meetings will be for each group to decide.  Some of the groups that met over five 

recent weeks have already decided to meet again to plan a way forward for them.  Eventually, the 

facilitators, coordinators and welcomers from any on going Dominic Groups may wish to meet to share 

ideas and help groups grow both individually and together. 

This is an invitation for you to consider if you would like to be part of a Dominic Group later this year, 

whether or not you were able to join one during January and February.  In the next few weeks  there will 

be an opportunity for you to confirm that you will be continuing as part of an established Dominic Group 
or if you wish to join one.  Thanks again to everyone who made the initial Dominic Groups work so well! 

“We must sow the seed, not hoard it.”   St Dominic  +  August 1217 
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Note: AGREE DISAGREE 

! = Agree Completely 2 = Agree Mostly   3 = Agree with some reservation Strongly Strongly        
4 = Disagree with some reservation   5 = Disagree Mostly  6 = Disagree 
Completely 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

I have enjoyed the Dominic Group experience. 18 4 3 0 0 0 

Overall 100% agreed 72% 16% 12% 0% 0% 0% 

The Dominic Group helped me understand the messages of 
Evangelli Gaudium better. 

14 5 5 0 1 0 

Overall 96% agreed and 4% disagreed 56% 20% 20% 0% 4% 0% 

I found the opportunity to meet as a “house group” helped me 

get to know others better. 
21 4 0 0 0 0 

Overall 100% agreed 84% 16% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

The materials we used in the Dominic Group were challenging and 
led to good discussions. 15 6 2 2 0 0 

Overall 92% agreed and 8% disagreed 60% 24% 8% 8% 0% 0% 

The length of our Group sessions was about right. 18 4 1 2 0 0 

Overall 92% agreed and 8% disagreed 72% 16% 4% 8% 0% 0% 

I felt that there was enough opportunity for me to contribute to 
the group sessions. 20 2 3 0 0 0 

Overall 100% agreed 80% 8% 12% 0% 0% 0% 

Through our Group discussions I gained confidence or insight into 

what the new evangelisation might mean for me. 11 7 6 1 0 0 

Overall 96% agreed and 4% disagreed 44% 28% 24% 4% 0% 0% 

During the Group meetings there was a good balance between 
the “structured” discussions and time to talk about what we 

wanted to. 16 5 3 0 0 1 

Overall 96% agreed and 4% disagreed 64% 20% 12% 0% 0% 4% 

I would like an opportunity to meet again in a Dominic Group at 
some time in the future. 18 1 5 0 1 0 

Overall 96% agreed and 4% disagreed 72% 4% 20% 0% 4% 0% 

I feel that I could help with the organisation or hosting of a 
Dominic Group if one was to run in the future. 13 1 5 1 1 4 

Overall 76% agreed and 24% disagreed 52% 4% 20% 4% 4% 16% 
 

Some comments received: 
The discussions ….. were really good. 
We moved from “clearing the ground” (past negative experiences) to “sowing the seed” and “The Revolution of Tenderness” 
(looking at how the roles of the lay people can be developed) . 

The group was extremely helpful in giving me a perspective on where other people are. 
Our group identified as challenges: 

 to learn more about our faith 

 to become more involved 

 to develop a “voice” at all levels in the Church that would be heard and listened to  

I’m in no way unwilling to help (with a group) it’s just I can’t take on anything where there would be a real problem if I suddenly 
dropped out completely. 

The Dominic Group was an excellent opportunity for me to begin to get to know a few people a bit better. 
The implementation of “New Evangelisation” could be helped by the existence of permanent, stable small groups …. Helping 
people coming to or back to the Faith. 
The opportunity to read texts prior to meetings in order to reflect and be able to comment more faithfully (would have been 

helpful). 


